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MERRIAM-WEBSTER KIDS

This fall, over 500 new words will be added into game play with the Seventh 
Edition of The Official SCRABBLE® Players Dictionary. The best-selling book 
that millions of SCRABBLE players consider the only necessary resource for 
winning the game now includes the words SPORK, ZONKEY, BAE, & HYGGE!

Our Merriam-Webster Kids imprint continues to grow with new books 
designed to provide hours of fun, all the while fostering a love of language 
and word play — and building vocabulary to describe our astonishing world!

Set off on mind-expanding adventures with Merriam-Webster’s Word Puzzle 
Adventures, an activity book packed full of puzzles on topics that kids love, 
from animals to machines, space to treasures, as well as playful puzzles that 
feature synonyms, onomatopoeia, and palindromes.

For budding paleontologists comes Merriam-Webster’s Talk Like an Expert: 
Dinosaurs — a colorful, fact-filled book introducing over 400 words needed 
to become a dinosaur expert. Travel back in time to discover how these 
extraordinary creatures lived, breathed, ate, fought, raised babies, and 
survived in the wild.

This fall’s list is chock-full of puzzles, games, word play, and roaring-good 
dinosaurs! Won’t you join in on the fun? 

From the largest team of dictionary editors and writers in America, thank you 
for supporting Merriam-Webster.
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M ER R IA M-W EBS TER KIDS

Merriam-Webster’s Word Puzzle Adventures  
Track down dinosaurs, uncover treasures, spot the space objects,  
and learn about language in 100 word puzzles!
For ages 6+. Set off on mind-expanding adventures with Merriam-Webster’s compendium of 100 word searches, 

crosswords, word games, and quizzes. Pit your wits against puzzles about animals, machines, space objects, crystals, 

dinosaurs, and learn all about our amazing language along the way!

Can you spy the animals hiding in the rainforest word search? Or uncover the gems in the crystal crossword? Become 

a word magician and transform one word into another! Or crack the code to find the hidden treasure! Discover how to 

spot a palindrome and seek out synonyms!

This inspiring activity book from the experts at Merriam-Webster will not only provide hours of fun, but will foster a 

love of language and word play — and build vocabulary to describe our astonishing world.

©2022  TRADE PAPERBACK • 978-0-87779-144-7 •  
7 3/4"w x 10 3/4"h • 128p • Carton Qty: 50 • 11 oz.

SHIP: AUGUST 2022 /  PUB: SEPTEMBER 2022  

$16.99

New Title
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New Title

Merriam-Webster’s Talk Like an Expert  
Dinosaurs: 400 Words for Budding Paleontologists
For ages 6-9. Do you know what pieces of fossilized dinosaur poop are called? (Answer: Coprolites.) How about the large 

collar at the back of a Triceratops’s skull? (Answer: Frill.) Take a deep dive into the science behind these creatures with this 

impressive book from Merriam-Webster and learn over 400 words you need to talk like a dinosaur expert! Travel back in  

time millions of years to discover how these extraordinary creatures lived, breathed, ate, fought, raised babies, and survived  

in the wild. 

With full color illustrations and up-to-date scientific research, meet hundreds of dinosaurs and learn how they evolved on a 

changing planet. Behind-the-scenes information on paleontology and scientists, plus an A-Z glossary, will leave readers talking 

like the experts and thinking like them, too!

©2022  HARDCOVER • 978-0-87779-119-5 •  
7 1/2"w x 10"h • 64p • Carton Qty: 36 • 15.8 oz.

SHIP: SEPTEMBER /  PUB: OCTOBER 2022  

$21.99

Expert Consultant - Ellen-Thérèse Lamm 
Ellen-Thérèse Lamm is currently the Paleontology Histology 

Lab Manager at the Museum of the Rockies. She works with 

institutions worldwide to catalog thousands of slides of fossil 

tissue structure. Blending discovery, art, and science, Ellen-T. also 

produces award-winning photomicrographs, some featured on 

the covers of technical publications.

Illustrator - Daniel Long 
​Daniel Long graduated from Norwich University of the Arts in 

Norwich, United Kingdom, in 2014 and has been working as an 

illustrator since then. He recently illustrated DK's Dinosaurs and 

Other Prehistoric Life. His work is heavily influenced by mid-

century design, architecture, and fashion, which can be easily 

seen in his use of color palettes and choice of subject matter.
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M ER R IA M-W EBS TER KIDS

Merriam-Webster’s Activity Mysteries:  
Please Don’t Laugh, We Lost a Giraffe!
For ages 6+.  Kid detectives Merriam and Webster can solve any mystery with a bit of 

help! Unscramble word puzzles, navigate letter mazes, and crack the codes to help solve 

this fun and surprising mystery tale written in rollicking verse. 

Merriam and Webster travel to a local wildlife refuge to discover some terrible news: their 

favorite giraffe, Zari, is missing! As the kid detectives set out to find the missing giraffe, 

they encounter animals along the way who also need help. Can you piece together the 

clues and solve the word puzzles to help all the animals find their way home?

©2022  PAPERBACK • 978-0-87779-079-2 •  
8 1/2"w x 10 1/2"h • 80p • Carton Qty: 50 • 11 oz.

AVAIL ABLE NOW

$12.99

Merriam-Webster’s Activity Mysteries:  
Follow the Stars! What Happened on Mars?
For ages 6+. Kid detectives Merriam and Webster can solve any mystery with a bit of help! 

Unscramble word puzzles, navigate letter mazes, and crack the codes to help solve this fun 

and surprising mystery tale written in rollicking verse. 

Merriam and Webster visit the International Space Station to discover some odd news: the 

Mars rover has stopped working! The kid detectives blast off in a rocket to find out what 

happened, uncovering clues among the stars and meeting galactic friends along the way. Can 

you help Merriam and Webster solve the word puzzles and crack the case of the Mars rover?

©2022  PAPERBACK • 978-0-87779-080-8 •  
8 1/2"w x 10 1/2"h • 80p • Carton Qty: 50 • 11 oz.

AVAIL ABLE NOW

$12.99

A New Series!

Merriam-Webster’s Activity Mysteries by Tish Rabe
Meet Merriam and Webster! They're best friends who work together to solve mysteries wherever and whenever they occur. Follow 

these two junior detectives through 80 colorful pages of adventure and help solve activities to get them closer to their goal. 

Written by award-winning children's book author, Tish Rabe, Merriam-Webster's Activity Mysteries contain fun rhyming text paired 

with delightfully creative word- and vocabulary-based activities. Whimsical illustrations by Xavi Ramiro bring this series to life, and 

every book includes a sticker sheet featuring characters from the book. 

WITH  
FULL-COLOR  

STICKER  
SHEETS 
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watercolor

clay

sculpture

pink

black

brown
white

yarn

string

felt

palette

canvas

easel

portrait

paintbrush

paint

In Mr. Saleh’s art class, everyone 
gets a chance to show their creativity.

Ling uses an easel to hold

 her canvas as she paints.

Mr. Saleh shows the class how to

mix blue and red to make purple.

Uh oh! William spilledgreen paint on the table.

sketchbook

marker

pen

glitter

redorange

yellow

blue

purple

green

color wheel

crayons

paper

colored 
paper

scissors

glue

eraser

colored  
pencils

Ginny makes a collage by cutting

out pictures from magazines and 

gluing them together.

Julian needs the yellow crayon

to finish his picture.
Can you help him find it?

Art Class

14 15

Merriam-Webster's Ready-for-School Words: 1,000 Words for Big Kids
For ages 3–6. Enter the world of Merriam-Webster's Ready-for-School Words and discover all the people, places, and things in 

your community and beyond! Featuring 1,000 words children should know before they start school, this charming book takes 

you from home all the way to outer space with labeled objects and simple definitions. Children will start school with confidence 

and a brand-new vocabulary after exploring the colorful world in this book.

©2022  HARDCOVER • 978-0-87779-124-9 •  
9"w x 11 1/2"h • 64p • Carton Qty: 36 • 15.8 oz.

SHIP: JUNE 2022 /  PUB: JULY 2022  

$21.99

Author - Hannah S. Campbell 
Hannah S. Campbell is a writer, editor, and lifelong word nerd. 

She has written children's activity books based on the works 

of Roald Dahl and various Cartoon Network shows, and loves 

coming up with ways to have fun with language. She grew up in 

Dearborn, Michigan, and currently lives in Queens, New York.

Illustrator - Sara Rhys 
Sara Rhys is a UK-based illustrator, who works primarily in 

watercolor and colored pencils, with a digital element.

boardwalk

cane

ice 
pop

snow 
cone

crab

sunscreen

Ling’s grandma puts on 
sunscreen and wears a 
big hat to protect her 
skin from the sun.

The souvenir shop on the 
boardwalk sells t-shirts, beach 
toys, and other fun items.

seagull

sandcastle

bucket

shoveltowel

beach ball

 volleyball

sunburn

sandals

wetsuit

ice cream

swimsuit

dune

net

When the weather is hot, it’s fun to  
cool off by taking a trip to the beach.

palm tree

swim

 float

seashell

sand

crab

beach  
umbrella

sunglasses

 bikini

swim 
trunks

flip-flops

sun hat

 visor
goggles

 lifeguard

 fan

At the Beach

The ice cream shop 

uses air conditioning 

to keep the workers 

and customers cool.

Lauren is helping Maya decorate her

sandcastle with seashells and pebbles.

Julian and Ling splash in the waves where

the water is shallow and not too deep.

Mr. M
oreno inflates a beach

ball 
by blowing air into it.

42 43

New Title
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Merriam-Webster's 150 First Words
By Claire Laties Davis MS, CCC-SLP 

Move over, “generic” 100 first word books!  
Get babies and toddlers talking all day long with a colorful board book of 

first words and phrases. This engaging large-format board book encourages 

toddlers' language learning through the repetition of simple words and 

phrases for everyday objects and activities.

Take a trip around the world by following nine children through their daily 

routines. Under speech and language therapist Claire Laties Davis’s sure hand, 

dressing, mealtime, playtime, bath time and more become opportunities 

for little ones to learn new words and phrases. Each illustrated spread also 

includes a search-and-find within every scene to provide more ways for 

families to connect.

©2021  BOARD BOOK • 978-0-87779-117-1 •  
11"w x 11"h • 24p • Carton Qty: 24 • 1 lbs., 4 oz. 

AVAIL ABLE NOW

$14.99

At the park
Look! A puddle.
Jump, jump, jump!

Croak! 
Quack! 

The slide!
Up, up, 
down!

Swings—whee!

Run, run, run!

Swings

Frog Duck TreeSlide

Backpack DogGrassOrangeFlower Stone

Baby Baby Baby

Baby Baby Recently  
Published

Merriam-Webster's Word of the Day:  
366 Elevating Utterances to Stretch Your  
Cranium and Tickle Your Humerus
For ages 8–12. Become a word virtuoso in just one year with 366 crackerjack 

words aimed to impress. This charmingly illustrated book features boffo words 

selected by the masterminds at Merriam-Webster to highlight the best of the 

English language.

Follow a menagerie of animals as they teach one new word for each day of the year, 

including a definition, pronunciation, part of speech label, and interesting trivia 

about the word. Each month concludes with an outlandish story that features all 

the new words learned. The book features 12 free audio downloads so kids can 

hear each month’s story read aloud by celebrity narrators including Rachel Bloom, 

David Harbour, and Soledad O’Brien. 

This delightfully challenging and surprising book will turn word aficionados into 

passionate logophiles!

©2021  HARDCOVER • 978-0-87779-123-2 •  
7"w x 6 1/2"h • 352p • Carton Qty: 16 • 2 lbs., 2 oz. 

AVAIL ABLE NOW 

$19.99
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DICTIONARIES

©2023 MASS-MARKET PAPERBACK  
978-0-87779-095-2 • 

4 1/8"w x 6 3/4"h • 960p • 15 oz. • Carton Qty: 24

SHIP: SEPTEMBER 2022 /  PUB: OCTOBER 2022  

$11.99

A revised and updated edition of the  

best-selling dictionary covering core  

vocabulary with over a hundred new entries  

and senses. More than 75,000 definitions and

8,000 usage examples aid understanding — and  

cover the words you need today. Includes pronunciations, word 

origins, and synonym lists. Features useful tables and special 

sections on Foreign Words & Phrases and Geographical Names. 

The Merriam-Webster Dictionary 

athleisure, coronavirus, escape room, 

First Gentleman, herd immunity, 

hygge, on-brand, outro, patient zero, 

petrichor, PPE, telehealth, unmute,  

UX, and YouTuber

New words  
include: 

*See page 23 for the International Edition.

New for 2022
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Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate® Dictionary,  
Eleventh Edition 
America’s best-selling dictionary defines the current, active 

vocabulary of American English and is updated on an ongoing 

basis. Features more than 225,000 clear and precise definitions 

and over 42,000 usage examples. Includes newly added words 

and meanings across a variety of fields, including technology, 

entertainment, health, science, and society. Special sections include 

A Handbook of Style, Foreign Words and Phrases, Biographical 

Names, and Geographical Names.

©2020  *JACKETED HARDCOVER, THUMB-NOTCHED  
978-0-87779-809-5 •  
7 1/4"w x 9 3/4"h • 1,664p • Carton Qty: 12 • 3 lbs., 13 oz.  

©2020 LAMINATED HARDCOVER, PLAIN-EDGED  

978-0-87779-807-1 • 
7 1/4"w x 9 3/4"h • 1,664p • Carton Qty: 12 • 3 lbs., 10 oz. 

An all-new edition of this authoritative dictionary covering core vocabulary of everyday life. 

More than 75,000 definitions, including updates to reflect current usage. New words added 

from a variety of fields, including gender identity, retweet, and troll. Includes pronunciations, 

word origins, synonym lists, and over 8,000 usage examples to aid understanding. Includes 

ESL features such as Irregular English Verbs, English Word Roots, and Confused and Misused 

Words. Expanded special features include A Handbook of Style, Basic English Grammar, and 

An Overview of the Internet.

The Merriam-Webster Dictionary  

©2019  TRADE PAPERBACK • 978-0-87779-668-8 • 

5 3/4"w x 8 1/2"h • 720p • 1 lb., 4 oz. • Carton Qty: 12

$22.95

$35.95

$29.95

©2023 MASS-MARKET PAPERBACK  
978-0-87779-095-2 • 

4 1/8"w x 6 3/4"h • 960p • 15 oz. • Carton Qty: 24

SHIP: SEPTEMBER 2022 /  PUB: OCTOBER 2022  

The Merriam-Webster Dictionary 

*includes a free one-year online subscription to Merriam-

Webster Unabridged.

New for 2022
Best-Seller
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Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary and Thesaurus ©2020 
Two essential language references integrated into one handy volume. More than 60,000 dictionary 

entries with hundreds of new words and senses added across a variety of fields. More than 13,600 

thesaurus entries, including extensive synonym and antonym lists. Dictionary and thesaurus entries 

combined alphabetically. Clear and concise word guidance, including abundant usage examples 

to clarify meanings. Newly added words include: airplane mode, bucket list, dystopia, parkour, and 

truther. Based on the best-selling Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary.

TRADE PAPERBACK  
978-0-87779-742-5 • 

6  1/2"w x 9 1/4"h • 992p  

2 lbs., 13 oz. • Carton Qty: 6 

MASS-MARKET PAPERBACK  
978-0-87779-293-2 • 

4 1/8"w x 6  3/4"h • 1,344p  

1 lb., 4 oz. • Carton Qty: 24  

$25.95 $12.99

Merriam-Webster’s Pocket 
Dictionary 
The perfect dictionary for quick, on-the-go 

language reference. Features 40,000 entries 

with clear, concise definitions. Includes 

variant spellings, pronunciations, and a list of 

abbreviations.

FLEXI PAPERBACK • 978-0-87779-530-8 • 

3 1/2"w x 5 3/8"h • 416p • Carton Qty: 24 • 5 oz. 

	                      Merriam-Webster’s Concise  
Dictionary, Large Print Ed.
Designed to meet the standards 

of the National Association for the 

Visually Handicapped (NAVH). More 

than 35,000 fully revised entries. Clear 

definitions, spellings, and pronunciations. Includes a list of 

common abbreviations.

TRADE PAPERBACK • 978-0-87779-644-2 •  

6 1/2"w x 9 1/4"h • 768p • Carton Qty: 6 • 2 lbs., 4 oz. 

Merriam-Webster’s Desk 
Dictionary
Essential English vocabulary with useful facts 

and figures. More than 60,000 entries. Over 

175 illustrations and tables. Special sections 

on Common English Names, Foreign Words 

and Phrases, Geographical Names, and more.

JACKETED HARDCOVER 978-0-87779-549-0 • 

7"w x 9 1/2"h • 784p • Carton Qty: 10 • 3 lbs., 1 oz.

�Merriam-Webster’s  
Dictionary of Basic English 
A dictionary designed for people with 

limited English language skills. Great for 

ESL students. Over 36,000 entries with 

concise, easy-to-use definitions. Nearly 

20,000 usage examples and over 400 

detailed line drawings. Special sections 

include Signs & Symbols; Confused, Misused, and Misspelled 

Words; English Grammar; and Weights & Measures.

TRADE PAPERBACK 978-0-87779-731-9 • 
5 3/4"w x 8 1/2"h • 800p • Carton Qty: 12 • 1 lb., 7 oz. 

Webster’s Third New  
International Dictionary, 
Unabridged 
The largest, most comprehensive American 

dictionary available in print! More than 

476,000 entries, including an updated 

Addenda Section of new words and 

meanings. 3,000 illustrations and 140,000 

etymologies. Includes free one-year online subscription to 

Merriam-WebsterUnabridged.com.

BOXED HARDCOVER • 978-0-87779-201-7 • 

9 1/2"w x 12 7/8"h x 3 1/4"d • 2,816p Carton Qty: 1,3 • 10 lbs., 8 oz. 

LAMINATED HARDCOVER  
978-0-87779-352-6 • 

6 3/4"w x 9 1/2"h • 992p   

3 lbs. • Carton Qty: 6  

$33.95

$15.95

$200

$8.95

$29.95

$22.95

Best-Seller
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VIS UA L DICTIONA R IES

For grades 6–8, ages 11–14. An essential vocabulary-building tool for middle school. This 

indispensable guide incorporates more than 12,000 terms into over 2,000 highly detailed, full-color 

illustrations, organized by subject, from all 

aspects of life. The book is divided into 10 

chapters and covers 350 topics from a wide 

variety of fields, including astronomy, clothing, 

music, food and kitchen, transportation, sports 

and games, and travel. An essential reference 

tool for any visual learner, curious kid, or student 

new to English, this dictionary is perfect for 

home and school.

Merriam-Webster’s Intermediate Visual Dictionary 

turnip 

beet 
parsnip 

radish 

carrot 

root vegetables 

window 

wheel cover 

door handle 

turn signal 
bumper 

windshield windshield wiper 

side-view mirror 

hood 

headlight 

sliding sunroof 

trunk 

fuel tank flap  

tire door 

door lock 

automobile 

bedrock 

subsoil 

plant litter 

topsoil 

soil profile 

pi 

is not equal to 

peduncle 

petal 

lily 

physical education 

©2020  LAMINATED HARDCOVER • 978-0-87779-381-6 • 

6 3/4"w x 9 5/8"h • 288p • Carton Qty: 10 • 2 lbs.

NOT AVAILABLE IN CANADA

Merriam-Webster’s  
Spanish-English Visual 
Dictionary
More than 8,000 full-color illustrations 

with over 22,500 technical and 

everyday terms in both English and 

Spanish.  Organized by subject in 

specialized fields from all aspects 

of life.  Perfect for work, school, self-study, travel, or simply 

browsing.

FLEXI PAPERBACK • 978-0-87779-292-5 •  

6 1/8"w x 7 7/8"h • 1,152p • Carton Qty: 10 • 3 lbs., 8 oz. 

prominence 
protuberancia F  

sunspot 
mancha F  solar 

core 
núcleo M  

radiation zone 
zona F  de radiación F  

convection zone 
zona F  de convección F  

corona 
corona F  

photosphere 
fotosfera F  

spicules 
espículas F  

chromosphere 
cromosfera F  

faculae 
fáculas F  

flare 
erupción F  

granulation 
granulación F  

Sun 
Sol M  

structure of the Sun 
estructura F  del Sol M  

Merriam-Webster’s  
Visual Dictionary,  
Second Edition
Nearly 25,000 terms with over 8,000 

color illustrations, organized by subject. 

Eighteen chapters and corresponding 

themes include a wide variety of fields. 

Perfect for work, school, self-study, 

research, or simply browsing.

JACKETED HARDCOVER 978-0-87779-151-5 •  

7 3/4"w x 10"h • 1,152p • Carton Qty: 5 • 6 lbs.
	      
     	      

$56.95
$42.95

MASS-MARKET PAPERBACK  
978-0-87779-293-2 • 

4 1/8"w x 6  3/4"h • 1,344p  

1 lb., 4 oz. • Carton Qty: 24  
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rail transport 

suspension truck  
Three-axled truck with brakes and 

shock absorbers. 

air compression unit  
System producing compressed air for 
operating various pneumatic devices, 
such as the suspension and brakes. 

pilot  
Steel bar attached to the frame that 
pushes aside debris from the track. 

position light  
Lamp signaling the presence of the 

power car while at rest. 

headlight  
Lamp illuminating the sides of 

the track. 

locomotive  
Vehicle with an electric motor and 
braking system for pulling one or 
more cars. 

driver’s cab  
Compartment in the power car 
containing controls used by the 
engineer and providing a view of 
the track ahead. 

headlight  
Lamp illuminating the track ahead. 

catenary  
One or more overhead wires 
supplying electricity to the power 
car. 

motor truck  
Two-axled truck with traction 

motors propelling the power car. 

motor unit  
Compartment where the electricity 
from the transformers is modified 
and transmitted to the motor 
trucks. main transformer  

Device transferring and adapting 
electrical energy from the catenary 
to the traction motors. 

equipment compartment  
Compartments for various electrical 

equipment. 

baggage compartment  
Space at the entrance of the car for stowing large 

pieces of luggage. 

passenger car  
Part of the car with rows of numbered 
seats. 

pantograph  
Articulating mechanism on the 
roof of the power car that collects 
electricity from an overhead 
catenary. 

coupling guide device  
Assembly on the nosepiece of the power car for 

coupling it with another train. 

high-speed train  
High-speed passenger train (between 135 and 190 mph) powered by electricity, with a power car at each end and a limited number of cars in between. 
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FOR STUDENTS

Merriam-Webster’s First Dictionary  
A unique treasury of words especially written 
for children in grades K-2, ages 5-7 

This beginner’s dictionary introduces young readers 

to 3,000 words using 1,000 entries and hundreds of 

captivating full-color illustrations by beloved children’s 

illustrator, Ruth Heller. With this indispensable learning 

tool, children will have fun discovering more about 

words, their meanings, and how to spell them. 

Teaches basic dictionary skills: alphabetization, spelling, 

parts of speech, letter sounds, use of synonyms and 

antonyms, homographs and homophones. Jokes, 

riddles, poems, and fun facts all about words make 

learning fun. References to popular stories, fairy tales, 

myths, and nursery rhymes spark imagination and 

encourage language exploration. Words, phrases, and 

their meanings are discussed in full age-appropriate 

sentences, with usage examples to show how they are used in context. 

©2021 LAMINATED HARDCOVER • 978-0-87779-374-8 • 

8 3/4"w x 11 1/8"h • 448p • Carton Qty: 10 • 3 lbs., 3 oz

$24.95

Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary for Children   
An essential dictionary to help children navigate their adventure into the 
language, for grades 3–5, ages 8–11 

This newly revised dictionary provides the guideposts that children in elementary school 

need to build vocabulary, comprehend spelling, and navigate the English language.  With 

this dictionary, students will discover the meanings and uses of more than 36,000 words 

and phrases. Abundant usage sentences and phrases clarify different meanings of the 

word. Hundreds of illustrations, photographs, and diagrams supplement definitions. Word 

root paragraphs, word histories, and synonym paragraphs help students build vocabulary 

and improve spelling. Special sections include Signs and Symbols; Confused, Misused, and 

Misspelled Words; Guide to Punctuation; and Capitals and Italics.

©2021 TRADE PAPERBACK • 978-0-87779-570-4 • 

7 3/8"w x 9 1/4"h • 688p • Carton Qty: 12 • 2 lbs., 4 oz.

$23.95
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FOR S TU DENTS

©2019 LAMINATED HARDCOVER • 978-0-87779-745-6 •  

8 1/4"w x 10  1/4"h • 848p • Carton Qty: 10 • 3 lbs., 12 oz.   

$29.95

An essential dictionary for grades 3–5, ages 8–11. More 

than 36,000 entries with new words and senses from a variety of 

fields. Definitions are enriched with nearly 1,300 quotes from classic 

and contemporary children’s literature. Includes 250 word history 

paragraphs, 120 synonym paragraphs, pronunciation paragraphs for 

every letter, and more than 900 colorful illustrations, photographs, 

and diagrams. Greek and Latin word root paragraphs and kid-

friendly usage hints spark imagination and describe different shades 

of meanings. 

This dictionary is a great study aid for students building vocabulary, 

and a perfect resource for school or home.

Merriam-Webster’s Elementary Dictionary 

1bounce ��bau
.
ns� vb bounced� bounc� ing 1 : to

spring back or up after hitting a surface �The
ball bounced into the street.� 2 : to cause to
spring back �bounce a ball� 3 : to jump or
move up and down �bouncing on a bed� �Her
curls bounced as she walked.� 4 : to leap sud-
denly �The children bounced out of their seats.�

2bounce n 1 : the action of springing back after
hitting something 2 : a sudden leap � bouncy
adj

1bound ��bau
.
nd� adj : going or intending to go

�homeward bound�

headscratcher  
If you are bound, 
you might be going 
somewhere, or you 
might be tied down 
and unable to go 
anywhere at all! 

2bound n 1 : a boundary line 2 : a point or line
beyond which a person or thing cannot go �The
ball has to stay within these bounds.�

3bound past and past participle of ����
4bound vb bound� ed� bound� ing : to form the

boundary of �The farm is bounded by a river on
one side.�

5bound adj 1 : tied or fastened with or as if with
bands 2 : required by law or duty �bound by
honor� 3 : under the control of something
�bound by the spell� 4 : covered with binding
�a bound book� 5 : firmly determined 6 : very
likely : ������� �It is bound to rain.�

6bound n : a leap or long jump 
7bound vb bounded� bounding : to make a long

leap or move in leaps 
bound� ary ��bau

.
n-də-r�, �bau

.
n-dr�� n, pl bound-

 aries : something that points out or shows a
limit or end : a dividing line 

bound� less ��bau
.
nd-ləs� adj : having no limits

�boundless energy�
boun� te� ous ��bau

.
n-t�-əs� adj 1 : �������� 1

�a bounteous host� 2 : given in plenty : ����-

���� �a bounteous harvest�
boun� ti� ful ��bau

.
n-ti-fəl� adj 1 : giving freely or

generously �this bountiful land� 2 : ���������

1 �. . . those creatures that do dwell here exist in
bountiful numbers. �Jean Craighead George,
Julie of the Wolves�

boun� ty ��bau
.
n-t�� n, pl boun� ties 1 : �������-

��
 1 �acts of bounty� 2 : things given in gen-
erous amounts �the bounty of nature� 3
: money given as a reward �The sheriff offered a
bounty for the bandit�s capture.�

bou� quet �b�-�k�, b�-� n : a bunch of flowers 
bout ��bau

.
t� n 1 : a contest of skill or strength

�a wrestling bout� 2 : ������� 4, �������� �a
bad bout of the flu�

bou� tique �b�-�t�k� n : a small fashionable shop 
1bow ��bau

.
� vb bowed� bow� ing 1 : to bend the

head or body as an act of politeness or respect
2 : to stop resisting : 
���� �He bowed to pres-
sure to resign.�

2bow n : the act of bending the head or body to
express politeness or respect 

3bow ��b�� n 1 : a weapon used for shooting
arrows and usually made of a strip of wood bent
by a cord connecting the two ends 2 : some-
thing shaped in a curve 3 : a knot made with
one or more loops �Tie the ribbon in a bow.� 4
: a rod with horsehairs stretched from end to
end used for playing a stringed instrument �as a
violin� 

4bow ��b�� vb bowed� bow� ing : to bend or cause
to bend into a curve �The wall bows out.�

5bow ��bau
.
� n : the forward part of a ship 

bow� el ��bau
.
-əl� n 1 : ��������� � usually

used in pl. 2 : a part of the intestine �the large
bowel�

bow� er ��bau
.
-ər� n : a shelter in a garden made

of boughs of trees or vines 
1bowl ��b�l� n 1 : a round hollow dish without

handles 2 : the contents of a bowl �I ate a bowl
of cereal.� 3 : something in the shape of a bowl
�as part of a spoon or pipe� 

2bowl vb bowled� bowl� ing 1 : to play a game of
bowling 2 : to move rapidly and smoothly �The
car bowled down the hill.� � bowl over 1 : to
hit and push down while moving quickly 2 : to
surprise or impress very much 

bow� legged ��b�-�le-gəd, -�legd�
adj : having the legs bowed
outward 

bow� line ��b�-lən� n : a knot
used for making a loop that
will not slip 

bowl� ing ��b�-liŋ� n : a
game in which large heavy
balls are rolled so as to
knock down pins 

bow� sprit ��bau
.
-

�sprit, �b�-� n : a
large spar sticking
out forward from
the bow of a ship 

bow� string ��b�-�striŋ� n : the cord connecting
the two ends of a bow 

1box ��b�ks� n : an evergreen shrub or small tree
used for hedges 

2box n 1 : a container usually having four sides,
a bottom, and a cover 2 : the contents of a
box �Don�t eat the whole box of candy�� 3 : a
four-sided shape on a piece of paper or com-
puter screen �Put an X in the box.� 4 : an
enclosed place for one or more persons �a
penalty box�

3box vb boxed� box� ing : to enclose in or as if in
a box 
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bounce  •  box

bowline

cel� e� brate ��se-lə-�br�t� vb cel� e� brat� ed� cel� e-
 brat� ing 1 : to observe �a holiday or important
occasion� in some special way 2 : to perform �a
religious ceremony� 3 : ������� 1 �We should
celebrate the freedoms we have.�

cel� e� brat� ed ��se-lə-�br�-təd� adj : widely known
and praised �a celebrated author�

cel� e� bra� tion ��se-lə-�br�-shən� n 1 : the act of
doing something to observe a special occasion
2 : the activities or ceremonies for observing a
special occasion 

ce� leb� ri� ty �sə-�le-brə-t�� n, pl ce� leb� ri� ties 1
: ���� 2 : a famous person 

cel� ery ��se-lə-r�, �sel-r�� n : a vegetable that has
crisp light green leafstalks that are eaten raw or
cooked 

ce� les� tial �sə-�les-chəl� adj 1 : of, relating to, or
suggesting heaven 2 : of or relating to the sky
�a celestial chart�

cell ��sel� n 1 : a very small room �as in a prison
or a monastery� 2 : the basic structural unit of
living things that is made up of cytoplasm
enclosed by a membrane and that typically
includes a nucleus and other smaller parts �as
mitochondria or chloroplasts� which perform
specific functions necessary for life 3 : a small
enclosed part or division �as in a honeycomb� 4
: a container with substances which can produce
an electric current by chemical action 5 : a
device that converts light �as sunlight� that falls
on it into electrical energy that is used as a
power source 6 : ���� ����� � celled ��seld�
adj �single-celled�

cel� lar ��se-lər� n : a room or set of rooms below
the surface of the ground : ��������

cell membrane n : the thin outside layer that
surrounds the cytoplasm of a cell and controls the
movement of materials into and out of the cell

cel� lo ��che-l�� n, pl cel� los : a large stringed
instrument of the violin family that plays the
bass part 

cel� lo� phane ��se-lə-�f�n� n : a thin clear materi-
al made from cellulose and used as a wrapping 

cell phone n : a portable telephone that connects
to other telephones by radio through a system of
transmitters each of which covers a limited geo-
graphical area

cel� lu� lar ��sel-yə-lər� adj 1 : of, relating to, or
made up of cells �cellular tissue� 2 : of, relat-
ing to, or being a cell phone 

cel� lu� lose ��sel-yə-�l�s� n : a substance that is the
chief part of the cell walls of plants and is used in
making various products �as paper and rayon� 

cell wall n : the firm outer nonliving layer that
surrounds the cell membrane and encloses and
supports the cells of most plants, bacteria, and
fungi 

Cel� si� us ��sel-s�-əs� adj : relating to or having a
thermometer scale on which the interval
between the freezing point and the boiling point
of water is divided into 100 degrees with 0 rep-
resenting the freezing point and 100 the boiling
point 

1ce� ment �si-�ment� n 1 : a powder that is made
mainly from compounds of aluminum, calcium,
silicon, and iron heated together and then
ground and mixed with water to make mortar
and concrete 2 : ���������, ������ 3 : a
substance used to make things stick together
firmly 

2cement vb ce� ment� ed� ce� ment� ing 1 : to join
together with or as if with cement �There were
sheets of ice . . . cementing the tops of the hem-
locks in arches. �Jean Craighead George, My
Side of the Mountain� 2 : to make stronger
�The experience cemented their friendship.�

ce� men� tum �si-�men-təm� n : a thin bony layer
covering the part of a tooth inside the gum 

cem� e� tery ��se-mə-�ter-�� n, pl cem� e� ter� ies : a
place where dead people are buried : �����-

	���

Ce� no� zo� ic ��s�-nə-�z�-ik, �se-� n : an era of geo-
logical history lasting from 70 million years ago
to the present time in which there has been a
rapid evolution of mammals and birds and of
flowering plants 

1cen� sor ��sen-sər� n : an official who checks
writings or movies to take out things considered
offensive or immoral 

2censor vb cen� sored� cen� sor� ing : to examine
�as a book� to take out things considered offen-
sive or immoral 

cen� sor� ship ��sen-sər-�ship� n : the system or
practice of examining writings or movies and
taking out things considered offensive or
immoral

1cen� sure ��sen-shər� n 1 : the act of finding
fault with or blaming 2 : an official criticism 
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cell 2: a diagram of a plant cell

cel� e� brate ��se-lə-�br�t� vb cel� e� brat� ed� cel� e-
 brat� ing 1 : to observe �a holiday or important
occasion� in some special way 2 : to perform �a
religious ceremony� 3 : ������� 1 �We should
celebrate the freedoms we have.�

cel� e� brat� ed ��se-lə-�br�-təd� adj : widely known
and praised �a celebrated author�

cel� e� bra� tion ��se-lə-�br�-shən� n 1 : the act of
doing something to observe a special occasion
2 : the activities or ceremonies for observing a
special occasion 

ce� leb� ri� ty �sə-�le-brə-t�� n, pl ce� leb� ri� ties 1
: ���� 2 : a famous person 

cel� ery ��se-lə-r�, �sel-r�� n : a vegetable that has
crisp light green leafstalks that are eaten raw or
cooked 

ce� les� tial �sə-�les-chəl� adj 1 : of, relating to, or
suggesting heaven 2 : of or relating to the sky
�a celestial chart�

cell ��sel� n 1 : a very small room �as in a prison
or a monastery� 2 : the basic structural unit of
living things that is made up of cytoplasm
enclosed by a membrane and that typically
includes a nucleus and other smaller parts �as
mitochondria or chloroplasts� which perform
specific functions necessary for life 3 : a small
enclosed part or division �as in a honeycomb� 4
: a container with substances which can produce
an electric current by chemical action 5 : a
device that converts light �as sunlight� that falls
on it into electrical energy that is used as a
power source 6 : ���� ����� � celled ��seld�
adj �single-celled�

cel� lar ��se-lər� n : a room or set of rooms below
the surface of the ground : ��������

cell membrane n : the thin outside layer that
surrounds the cytoplasm of a cell and controls the
movement of materials into and out of the cell

cel� lo ��che-l�� n, pl cel� los : a large stringed
instrument of the violin family that plays the
bass part 

cel� lo� phane ��se-lə-�f�n� n : a thin clear materi-
al made from cellulose and used as a wrapping 

cell phone n : a portable telephone that connects
to other telephones by radio through a system of
transmitters each of which covers a limited geo-
graphical area

cel� lu� lar ��sel-yə-lər� adj 1 : of, relating to, or
made up of cells �cellular tissue� 2 : of, relat-
ing to, or being a cell phone 

cel� lu� lose ��sel-yə-�l�s� n : a substance that is the
chief part of the cell walls of plants and is used in
making various products �as paper and rayon� 

cell wall n : the firm outer nonliving layer that
surrounds the cell membrane and encloses and
supports the cells of most plants, bacteria, and
fungi 

Cel� si� us ��sel-s�-əs� adj : relating to or having a
thermometer scale on which the interval
between the freezing point and the boiling point
of water is divided into 100 degrees with 0 rep-
resenting the freezing point and 100 the boiling
point 

1ce� ment �si-�ment� n 1 : a powder that is made
mainly from compounds of aluminum, calcium,
silicon, and iron heated together and then
ground and mixed with water to make mortar
and concrete 2 : ���������, ������ 3 : a
substance used to make things stick together
firmly 

2cement vb ce� ment� ed� ce� ment� ing 1 : to join
together with or as if with cement �There were
sheets of ice . . . cementing the tops of the hem-
locks in arches. �Jean Craighead George, My
Side of the Mountain� 2 : to make stronger
�The experience cemented their friendship.�

ce� men� tum �si-�men-təm� n : a thin bony layer
covering the part of a tooth inside the gum 

cem� e� tery ��se-mə-�ter-�� n, pl cem� e� ter� ies : a
place where dead people are buried : �����-

	���

Ce� no� zo� ic ��s�-nə-�z�-ik, �se-� n : an era of geo-
logical history lasting from 70 million years ago
to the present time in which there has been a
rapid evolution of mammals and birds and of
flowering plants 

1cen� sor ��sen-sər� n : an official who checks
writings or movies to take out things considered
offensive or immoral 

2censor vb cen� sored� cen� sor� ing : to examine
�as a book� to take out things considered offen-
sive or immoral 

cen� sor� ship ��sen-sər-�ship� n : the system or
practice of examining writings or movies and
taking out things considered offensive or
immoral

1cen� sure ��sen-shər� n 1 : the act of finding
fault with or blaming 2 : an official criticism 

a
b
c
d
e
f
g
h
i
j
k
l

m
n
o
p
q
r
s
t
u
v
w
x
y
z

�ə�abut ���kitten �ər� further �a�mat ��� take ���cot ��r�car �au
.
�out �e�pet �er� fair ���easy �g�go �i� tip108

celebrate  •  censure

cell 2: a diagram of a plant cell

Aa
Sounds of A. The letter A makes several
sounds. The short A is the sound heard in
apple, while the long A is the sound heard
in the word lake. The long A is indicated in
pronunciations by the symbol �. Letter A
also makes the schwa sound, which is indi-
cated by the symbol ə, in words like ability
and comma. The sound of A that is heard in
watch is indicated by �, and the sound of A
that is heard in cart is indicated by �r. In
call and law, letter A makes a sound indi-
cated by the symbol �.

1a ���� n, pl a’s or as ���z� often cap 1 : the first
letter of the English alphabet 2 : a grade that
shows a student�s work is excellent 3 : a musi-
cal note referred to by the letter A

2a �ə, ��� indefinite article 1 : someone or some-
thing being mentioned for the first time �There�s
a dog in the yard.� 2 : the same �two of a kind�
3 : ���� 1 �It�s hard for a person to under-
stand.� 4 : for or from each �an apple a day�
�The new theater charges ten dollars a person.�
5 : ���� 3 �a dozen doughnuts� �a week� �This
is a third the size of that.� Hint: A is used before
words that do not begin with a vowel sound.

a- �ə� prefix 1 : on : in : at �abed� 2 : in �such�
a state, condition, or manner �afire� �aloud� 3
: in the act or process of �gone a-hunting�

aard•vark ���rd-�v�rk� n : an African animal with
a long snout and a long sticky tongue that feeds
mostly on ants and termites and is active at night

AB abbr Alberta
ab- prefix : from : differing from �abnormal�
aback �ə-�bak� adv : by surprise �He was taken
aback by the change in plan.�

aba•cus ��a-bə-kəs� n, pl aba•ci ��a-bə-�s�� or
aba•cus•es : an instrument for doing arithmetic
by sliding counters along rods or in grooves

ab•a•lo•ne ��a-bə-�l�-n�� n : a shellfish that is a
mollusk which has a flattened shell with a pearly
lining

1aban•don �ə-�ban-dən� vb aban•doned� aban-
don•ing 1 : to leave and never return to : give
up completely �They had to abandon the sinking
ship.� 2 : to stop having or doing �Never aban-
don hope.� �. . . Mr. Popper had abandoned his
telephoning . . . �Richard and Florence Atwater,
Mr. Popper�s Penguins� — aban•don•ment
�-mənt� n

synonyms �������, ������, and �������

mean to give up completely. ������� is used
when someone has no interest in what happens
to the person or thing he or she has given up.
�She abandoned the wrecked car on the side of
the road.� ������ is used when a person leaves
something to which he or she has a duty or
responsibility. �He deserted his family.� ���-

���� is used when a person is leaving someone
or something for which he or she once had
affection. �Don�t forsake old friends in times of
trouble.�

2abandon n : a feeling of complete freedom
�Grandpa drove with reckless abandon.�

aban•doned �ə-�ban-dənd� adj : given up : left
empty or unused �abandoned houses�

abash �ə-�bash� vb abashed� abash•ing
: ���������

abate �ə-�b�t� vb abat•ed� abat•ing : to make or
become less �The flood abated slowly.� —
abate•ment �-mənt� n �The noise continued
without abatement.�

ab•bess ��a-bəs� n : the head of an abbey for
women

ab•bey ��a-b�� n, pl abbeys 1 : ���������,

������� 2 : a church that is connected to
buildings where nuns or monks live

ab•bot ��a-bət� n : the head of an abbey for men
abbr abbr abbreviation
ab•bre•vi•ate �ə-�br�-v�-��t� vb ab•bre•vi•at•ed�
ab•bre•vi•at•ing : to make briefer : �������

ab•bre•vi•a•tion �ə-�br�-v�-��-shən� n : a short-
ened form of a word or phrase

ab•di•cate ��ab-di-�k�t� vb ab•di•cat•ed� ab•di-
cat•ing : to give up a position of power or
authority �The ruler was forced to abdicate.� —
ab•di•ca•tion ��ab-di-�k�-shən� n
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reject� eliminate, eradicate, erase, liquidate, remove,
throw out, write off
phrases do away with
near antonyms establish, found, institute� formalize,
legalize, legitimate, legitimize, validate� pass, ratify� al-
low, approve, authorize, clear, endorse �also indorse�,
permit, sanction, warrant� command, decree, mandate,
order, prescribe
2 to destroy all traces of �If only there were a way we
could abolish hatred and intolerance.� � see ������-
���� 1

abominable adj causing intense displeasure, disgust, or
resentment �Your table manners are abominable�� �
see ��������� 1

abominate vb to dislike strongly �We strongly abominate
jokes that make fun of people who have mental or
physical disabilities.� � see ����

abomination n 1 something or someone that is hated
�Although once common, torture is now an abomina-
tion to the world�s civilized peoples.� � see ���� 2 
2 a very strong dislike �The townspeople have such an
abomination of taxes that they have even voted down
increases that would have given their schools badly
needed funds.� � see ���� 1

aboriginal adj belonging to a particular place by birth or
origin �The aboriginal peoples of northern Alaska are
known as Inupiats, which in their language literally
means �real people.�� � see ������ 1

aborigine n a member of the first race to inhabit a region
�Unfortunately, the aborigines had no immunity
against the host of diseases brought by the invaders.� 
synonyms native 
related words primitive 
near antonyms alien, foreigner 
antonyms nonnative

abort vb to put an end to �something planned or previ-
ously agreed to� �NASA had to abort the mission to
Mars when it lost contact with the satellite.� � see
������ 1

abortion n the act of putting an end to something
planned or previously agreed to �The abortion of the
space mission caused the whole space program to be
reexamined.� � see ������������

abortive adj producing no results �an abortive attempt to
recover the sunken pirate ship� � see ������

abound vb to be copiously supplied �a city that abounds
with art museums and private galleries� 
synonyms brim, bristle, bulge, burst, crawl, swarm,
teem 
near antonyms lack, need, want

abounding adj possessing or covered with great numbers
or amounts of something specified �a city abounding
with parks� � see ����

about adv 1 on all sides or in every direction �people
standing about waiting for a salesclerk to assist them�
� see ������ 1 
2 toward the opposite direction �The boy turned about
and saw the dog following him.� � see ������ 2 
3 very close to but not completely �About as many boys
as girls signed up for home economics.� � see ������

about prep 1 having to do with �a story about a young
man who goes off to war� 
synonyms apropos of, concerning, of, on, regarding,
respecting, toward �or towards� 
related words as to, over 
phrases as regards 
2 close to �About the hedge there was a picket fence.�
� see ������ 1 

3 in random positions within the boundaries of �spar-
rows hopping about the playground� � see ������ 2

above prep higher than �Our kite soared above the tele-
phone wires.� 
synonyms over 
related words atop 
near antonyms underneath 
antonyms below, beneath, under

above adv to or in a higher place �We eventually got
used to the planes constantly flying above.� 
synonyms aloft, over, overhead, skyward 
near antonyms underneath 
antonyms below, beneath, under

abracadabra n 1 a spoken word or set of words believed
to have magic power �It must have taken some power-
ful abracadabra for her to have attracted any man at
all.� � see ����� 1 
2 unintelligible or meaningless talk �After some abra-
cadabra the medium announced that we had made
contact with the spirits.� � see ���������

abrade vb 1 to damage or diminish by continued friction
�Ropes abraded by the rocks were a huge danger to the
climbers.� 
synonyms chafe, erode, fray, fret, gall, rasp, rub, wear 
related words file, gnaw, grate, graze, grind, nibble,
rasp, sandblast, sandpaper, scour, scrape, scuff, shave�
erase, reduce, rub out, wear out, wipe �away�� bite,
break down, break up, chew, corrode, decompose, dis-
integrate, dissolve, eat� hone, sharpen, whet 
2 to make sore by continued rubbing �The prisoner�s
manacles abraded his wrists and ankles until they
bled.� � see ����� 1 
3 to damage by rubbing against a sharp or rough sur-
face �The yacht�s once-flawless wooden hull had been
badly abraded by years of rough dockings.� � see
������ 2

abrasion n an area of skin roughened or worn away by
harsh rubbing against another surface �Amazingly, she
walked away from the auto accident with only minor
abrasions.� 
synonyms graze, scrape 
related words bruise, contusion� bedsore, gall

abreast adj having information especially as a result of
study or experience �I enjoy keeping abreast of the lat-
est fashion trends.� � see �������� 2

abridge vb to make less in extent or duration �The li-
brary�s hours have been drastically abridged to cut
costs.� � see �������

abridgment or abridgement n a shortened version of a
written work �This Italian-English pocket dictionary is
an abridgment of the hardback edition.� 
synonyms abbreviation, condensation, digest 
related words abstract, brief, outline, overview, précis,
recap, recapitulation, résumé �or resume also resumé�,
review, sketch, sum, summarization, summary, sum-
mation, survey, syllabus, synopsis, wrap-up 
near antonyms amplification, elaboration, enlarge-
ment, expansion

abrogate vb to put an end to by formal action �The U.S.
Congress has the power to abrogate old treaties that are
unfair to Native Americans.� � see �������

abrupt adj 1 being or characterized by direct, brief, and
potentially rude speech or manner �The policeman�s
abrupt manner discouraged me from trying to claim
that I hadn�t seen the red light.� � see ����� 1 
2 having an incline approaching the perpendicular
�The gentle, rolling hills gradually give way to high
mountains with abrupt sides.� � see ����� 1 

3 abominable • abrupt
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marco m (de un cuadro, una puerta, 
etc.) 3 or frames npl : montura f (para 
anteojos) 4 frame of mind : estado m 
de ánimo — framework n : armazón f
franc n : franco m
frank adj : franco — frankly adv : 
francamente — frankness n : franqueza f
frantic adj : frenético
fraternal adj : fraterno, fraternal 
— fraternity n, pl -ties : 
fraternidad f — fraternize vi 
-nized; -nizing : confraternizar
fraud n 1 deceit : fraude m 2 

impostor : impostor m, -tora f — 
fraudulent adj : fraudulento
fraught adj fraught with : 
lleno de, cargado de
fray 1 n 1 join the fray : salir a la palestra 
2 return to the fray : volver a la carga
fray 2 vt : crispar (los nervios) 
— vi : deshilacharse
freak n 1 oddity : fenómeno m 2 

enthusiast : entusiasta mf — 
freakish adj : anormal
freckle n : peca f
free adj freer; freest 1 : libre 2 or free of 
charge : gratuito, gratis 3 loose : suelto 
— free vt freed; freeing 1 : liberar, poner 
en libertad 2 release, unfasten : soltar, 
desatar — free adv or for free : gratis — 
freedom n : libertad f — freelance adj 
: por cuenta propia — freely adv 1 : 
libremente 2 lavishly : con generosidad 
— freeway n : autopista f — free 
will n 1 : libre albedrío m 2 of one’s 
own free will : por su propia voluntad
freeze v froze; frozen; freezing vi 1 : 
congelarse, helarse 2 stop : quedarse 
inmóvil — vt : helar (agua, etc.), 
congelar (alimentos, precios, etc.) 
— freeze–dry vt -dried; -drying : 
liofilizar — freezer n : congelador m 
— freezing adj 1 chilly : helado 2 it’s 
freezing! : ¡hace un frío espantoso!
freight n 1 shipping : porte m, 
flete m, Lat 2 cargo : carga f
French adj : francés — French n 1 : 
francés m (idioma) 2 the French npl : los 
franceses — Frenchman n : francés m 
— Frenchwoman n : francesa f — 
french fries npl : papas fpl fritas
frenetic adj : frenético
frenzy n, pl -zies : frenesí m 
— frenzied adj : frenético
frequent vt : frecuentar — frequent adj 

: frecuente — frequency n, pl -cies 
: frecuencia f — frequently adv 
: a menudo, frecuentemente
fresco n, pl -coes : fresco m
fresh adj 1 : fresco 2 impudent : 
descarado 3 clean : limpio 4 new : 
nuevo 5 fresh water : agua m dulce — 
freshen vt : refrescar — vi freshen up 
: arreglarse — freshly adv : recién — 
freshman n, pl -men : estudiante mf de 
primer año — freshness n : frescura f
fret vi fretted; fretting : preocuparse 
— fretful adj : nervioso, irritable
friar n : fraile m
friction n : fricción f
Friday n : viernes m
friend n : amigo m, -ga f — 
friendliness n : simpatía f — 
friendly adj -lier; -est : simpático, 
amable — friendship n : amistad f
frigate n : fragata f
fright n : miedo m, susto m — 
frighten vt : asustar, espantar — 
frightened adj 1 : asustado, temeroso 
2 be frightened of : tener miedo de 
— frightening adj : espantoso — 
frightful adj : espantoso, terrible
frigid adj : frío, glacial
frill n 1 ruffle : volante m 2 

luxury : lujo m
fringe n 1 : fleco m 2 edge : periferia f, 

margen m 3 fringe benefits : 
incentivos mpl, extras mpl
frisk vt search : cachear, registrar — 
frisky adj friskier; -est : retozón, juguetón
fritter n : buñuelo m — fritter vt 
or fritter away : malgastar 
(dinero), desperdiciar (tiempo)
frivolous adj : frívolo — 
frivolity n, pl -ties : frivolidad f
frizzy adj frizzier; -est : rizado, crespo
fro adv to and fro → to
frock n : vestido m
frog n 1 : rana f 2 have a frog in 
one’s throat : tener carraspera
frolic vi -icked; -icking : retozar
from prep 1 : de 2 (indicating a starting 
point ) : desde 3 (indicating a cause ) : de, 
por 4 from now on : a partir de ahora
front n 1 : parte f delantera 2 : delantera f 
(de un vestido, etc.), fachada f (de 
un edificio), frente m (militar) 3 cold 
front : frente m frío 4 in front of : 
delante de, adelante de Lat — front vi 
or front on : dar a, estar orientado a 
— front adj 1 : delantero, de adelante 
2 the front row : la primera fila
frontier n : frontera f
frost n 1 : helada f 2 : escarcha f (en una 
superficie) — frost vt ice : bañar (pasteles) 
— frostbite n : congelación f — frosting n 
icing : baño m — frosty adj frostier; -est 1 

287
frost

hind limb 
pata F  trasera

webbed foot 
dedo M  palmeado

digit 
dedo M 

mouth 
boca F 

nostril 
narina F 

eyeball 
globo M  ocular

tympanum 
tímpano M 

frog 
rana F
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Second Pass Pages

\Ñ\ abut \aò\ out \i\ tip \ï\ saw \ò\ foot
\Ñr\ further \ch\ chin \à\ life \ïi\ coin \y\ yet
\a\ mat \e\ pet \j\ job \th\ thin \y¸\ few
\Ü\ take \á\ easy \ä\ sing \å\ this \yò\ cure
\‰\ cot, cart \g\ go \ã\ bone \¸\ food \zh\ vision

  17  agog • aim

agog \Ñ-Çg‰g\ adj : full of interest or excitement ≤kids all 
agog over new toys≥

ag£ o£ nize \Çag-Ñ-Énàz\ vb -nized; -niz£ ing :  to suffer or 
cause to suffer extreme pain or anguish of body or mind 
ó ag£ o£ niz£ ing£ ly \-Énà-ziä-lá\ adv

ag£ o£ ny \Çag-Ñ-ná\ n, pl -nies  1 : intense pain of mind or 
body  2 : a strong sudden display of emotion : outburst 
≤an agony of delight≥ 
Word History In ancient Greece a public gathering was 
called agãn. Since the Greeks placed a high value on 
sports and athletic competition, there were almost al-
ways athletic events at gatherings on festival days. The 
struggle to win the prize in such contests came to be 
called agãnia. This term came also to be used for any 
difficult physical struggle and then for the pain that 
went with it, physical or mental. Our English word ago‑
ny, meaning ªintense pain of mind or body,º thus comes 
from a word that originally meant a happy celebration. 
[Middle English agonie ªagony,º from Latin agonia 
(same meaning), from Greek agãnia ªstruggle,º from 
agãn ªgathering, contest for a prizeº]

ag£ o£ ra \Çag-Ñ-rÑ\ n, pl agoras \-rÑz\ or ag£ o£ rae \-Érá, -Érà\ 
: the marketplace or gathering place in an ancient Greek 
city

ag£ o£ ra£ pho£ bia \Éa-gÑ-rÑ-Çfã-bá-Ñ\ n :  abnormal fear of 
being helpless in a situation which is embarrassing or in-
escapable and that leads to the avoidance of open or pub-
lic places ó ag£ o£ ra£ pho£ bic \-Çfã-bik\ adj

agou£ ti \Ñ-Çg¸t-á\ n  1 : a 
tropical American rodent 
about the size of a rabbit  
2 : a gray-streaked color 
of fur resulting from the 
barring of each hair in 
several alternate dark 
and light bands

agrar£ i£ an \Ñ-Çgrer-á-Ñn, 
-Çgrar-\ adj  1 : of or relat-
ing to fields or lands or 
their ownership ≤agrari‑
an reforms≥  2 : of, relating to, or concerned with farmers 
or farming interests ≤an agrarian political party≥  3 : ag-

ricultural 2 ≤an agrarian country≥
agree \Ñ-Çgrá\ vb agreed; agree£ ing  1 : to give oneús ap-
proval : consent ≤agree to a plan≥  2 : admit 1b, con-

cede ≤all agreed they had been wrong≥  3 : to be alike 
: correspond ≤both copies agree≥  4 : to get along well  
5 : to come to an understanding ≤agree on a price≥  6 : to 
be fitting, pleasing, or healthful : suit ≤the climate agrees 
with you≥  7 : to be alike or correspond grammatically in 
gender, number, case, or person ≤a verb should agree 
with its subject≥ [Middle English agreen ªadmit, accept,º 
from early French agreer (same meaning), from a‑ ªto, 
towardº and gre ªwill, pleasure,º derived from Latin gra‑
tus ªpleasing, thankful, agreeableº ó related to grace]

agree£ able \Ñ-Çgrá-Ñ-bÑl\ adj  1 : pleasing to the mind or 
senses : pleasant ≤an agreeable taste≥  2 : ready or will-
ing to agree ≤Iúm agreeable to the idea≥  3 : being in har-
mony :  consonant ó agree£ able£ ness n ó agree- 
ably \-blá\ adv

agree£ ment \Ñ-Çgrá-mÑnt\ n  1 a : the act of agreeing  b 
: harmony of opinion, action, or character : concord 
≤all are in agreement≥  2 a : an arrangement or under-
standing (as a contract or treaty) about action to be taken  
b : a written record of such an agreement  3 : the fact of 
agreeing grammatically 
synonyms agreement, contract, bargain mean an 
arrangement between persons on a matter of common 
interest. agreement suggests a shared understanding 
that is arrived at after some discussion ≤an agreement to 
work as a team≥. contract suggests a formal often 
written agreement ≤a contract with a recording studio≥. 

agouti 1

bargain applies to a firm agreement especially about 
purchase and sale ≤we made a bargain to sell the land≥.

ag£ ri£ cul£ tur£ al \Éag-ri-ÇkÑlch-(Ñ-)rÑl\ adj  1 : of, relating to, 
or used in agriculture ≤agricultural machinery≥  2 : en-
gaged in or concerned with agriculture ≤an agricultural 
society≥ ó ag£ ri£ cul£ tur£ al£ ly \-á\ adv

ag£ ri£ cul£ ture \Çag-ri-ÉkÑl-chÑr\ n : the science or occupa-
tion of cultivating the soil, producing crops, and raising 
livestock :  farming ó ag£ ri£ cul£ tur£ ist \Éag-ri-ÇkÑlch- 
(Ñ-)rÑst\ or ag£ ri£ cul£ tur£ al£ ist \-(Ñ-)rÑ-lÑst\ n

agron£ o£ my \Ñ-Çgr‰n-Ñ-má\ n : a branch of agriculture that 
deals with the raising of crops and the care of the soil ó 
agron£ o£ mist \-mÑst\ n

aground \Ñ-Çgraònd\ adv or adj : on or onto the shore or 
the bottom of a body of water ≤the ship ran aground≥

ague \ÇÜ-gy¸\ n  1 : a fever (as malaria) marked by out-
breaks of chills, fever, and sweating that recur at regular 
intervals  2 : a fit of shivering : chill

ah \Ç‰\ interj ó used to express delight, relief, regret, or 
scorn

aha \‰-Çh‰\ interj ó used to express surprise, triumph, or 
scorn

ahead \Ñ-Çhed\ adv or adj  1 : in or toward the front ≤the 
road ahead≥ ≤go ahead≥  2 :  in, into, or for the future 
≤think ahead≥  3 : in or toward a better position ≤came 
out $20 ahead on the deal≥  4 : at or to an earlier time : in 
advance ≤make payments ahead≥

ahead of prep : in or at a place or time before ≤got ahead 
of me≥ ≤weúre ahead of schedule≥

A ho£ ri£ zon \ÇÜ-hÑ-Érà-zÑn\ n : the outer dark-colored soil 
with a light texture consisting usually of soil rich in debris 
obtained from living things in various stages of disintegra-
tion

ahoy \Ñ-Çhïi\ interj ó used in calling out to a passing ship 
or boat

 1aid \ÇÜd\ vb : to provide with what is useful or necessary 
: help, assist ó aid£ er n

 2aid n  1 a : the act of helping  b : help given : assistance  
2 : assistant  3 : someone or something that is of help or 
assistance ≤a visual aid≥

aide \ÇÜd\ n : a person who acts as an assistant
aideñ deñ camp \ÉÜd-di-Çkamp, -Çk‰n\ n, pl aidesñ deñ 
camp \ÉÜd(z)-di-\ : an aide to a high military or naval of-
ficer

AIDS \ÇÜdz\ n : a serious disease of the human immune 
system marked by destruction of a large proportion of the 
helper T cells in the body due to infection by the HIV vi-
rus commonly transmitted especially in blood and semen

AIDS virus n : HIV

ai£ ki£ do \Éà-ki-Çdã, à-Çká-Édã\ n :  a Japanese art of self™ 
 defense characterized by the use of techniques that force 
an opponentús own weight to work against him or her

ail \ÇÜl\ vb  1 : to be the matter with : trouble ≤what ails 
you?≥  2 : to have something the matter; esp : to suffer ill 
health ≤has been ailing for years≥

ai£ lan£ thus \Ü-Çlan(t)-thÑs\ n : tree of heaven

ai£ le£ ron \ÇÜ-lÑ-Ér‰n\ n : a movable part (as a flap) of an 
airplane wing or a movable body apart from the wing for 
giving a rolling motion and as a result providing control 
sideways

ail£ ment \ÇÜl-mÑnt\ n : a bodily disorder : sickness
 1aim \ÇÜm\ vb  1 : to point a weapon  2 : aspire, intend 
≤aims to please≥  3 : to direct to or toward an object or 
goal ≤aim a camera≥

 2aim n  1 : the directing of a weapon or a missile at a mark  
2 : goal 2, purpose
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Second Pass Pages

\Ñ\ abut \aò\ out \i\ tip \ï\ saw \ò\ foot
\Ñr\ further \ch\ chin \à\ life \ïi\ coin \y\ yet
\a\ mat \e\ pet \j\ job \th\ thin \y¸\ few
\Ü\ take \á\ easy \ä\ sing \å\ this \yò\ cure
\‰\ cot, cart \g\ go \ã\ bone \¸\ food \zh\ vision

  17  agog • aim

agog \Ñ-Çg‰g\ adj : full of interest or excitement ≤kids all 
agog over new toys≥

ag£ o£ nize \Çag-Ñ-Énàz\ vb -nized; -niz£ ing :  to suffer or 
cause to suffer extreme pain or anguish of body or mind 
ó ag£ o£ niz£ ing£ ly \-Énà-ziä-lá\ adv

ag£ o£ ny \Çag-Ñ-ná\ n, pl -nies  1 : intense pain of mind or 
body  2 : a strong sudden display of emotion : outburst 
≤an agony of delight≥ 
Word History In ancient Greece a public gathering was 
called agãn. Since the Greeks placed a high value on 
sports and athletic competition, there were almost al-
ways athletic events at gatherings on festival days. The 
struggle to win the prize in such contests came to be 
called agãnia. This term came also to be used for any 
difficult physical struggle and then for the pain that 
went with it, physical or mental. Our English word ago‑
ny, meaning ªintense pain of mind or body,º thus comes 
from a word that originally meant a happy celebration. 
[Middle English agonie ªagony,º from Latin agonia 
(same meaning), from Greek agãnia ªstruggle,º from 
agãn ªgathering, contest for a prizeº]

ag£ o£ ra \Çag-Ñ-rÑ\ n, pl agoras \-rÑz\ or ag£ o£ rae \-Érá, -Érà\ 
: the marketplace or gathering place in an ancient Greek 
city

ag£ o£ ra£ pho£ bia \Éa-gÑ-rÑ-Çfã-bá-Ñ\ n :  abnormal fear of 
being helpless in a situation which is embarrassing or in-
escapable and that leads to the avoidance of open or pub-
lic places ó ag£ o£ ra£ pho£ bic \-Çfã-bik\ adj

agou£ ti \Ñ-Çg¸t-á\ n  1 : a 
tropical American rodent 
about the size of a rabbit  
2 : a gray-streaked color 
of fur resulting from the 
barring of each hair in 
several alternate dark 
and light bands

agrar£ i£ an \Ñ-Çgrer-á-Ñn, 
-Çgrar-\ adj  1 : of or relat-
ing to fields or lands or 
their ownership ≤agrari‑
an reforms≥  2 : of, relating to, or concerned with farmers 
or farming interests ≤an agrarian political party≥  3 : ag-

ricultural 2 ≤an agrarian country≥
agree \Ñ-Çgrá\ vb agreed; agree£ ing  1 : to give oneús ap-
proval : consent ≤agree to a plan≥  2 : admit 1b, con-

cede ≤all agreed they had been wrong≥  3 : to be alike 
: correspond ≤both copies agree≥  4 : to get along well  
5 : to come to an understanding ≤agree on a price≥  6 : to 
be fitting, pleasing, or healthful : suit ≤the climate agrees 
with you≥  7 : to be alike or correspond grammatically in 
gender, number, case, or person ≤a verb should agree 
with its subject≥ [Middle English agreen ªadmit, accept,º 
from early French agreer (same meaning), from a‑ ªto, 
towardº and gre ªwill, pleasure,º derived from Latin gra‑
tus ªpleasing, thankful, agreeableº ó related to grace]

agree£ able \Ñ-Çgrá-Ñ-bÑl\ adj  1 : pleasing to the mind or 
senses : pleasant ≤an agreeable taste≥  2 : ready or will-
ing to agree ≤Iúm agreeable to the idea≥  3 : being in har-
mony :  consonant ó agree£ able£ ness n ó agree- 
ably \-blá\ adv

agree£ ment \Ñ-Çgrá-mÑnt\ n  1 a : the act of agreeing  b 
: harmony of opinion, action, or character : concord 
≤all are in agreement≥  2 a : an arrangement or under-
standing (as a contract or treaty) about action to be taken  
b : a written record of such an agreement  3 : the fact of 
agreeing grammatically 
synonyms agreement, contract, bargain mean an 
arrangement between persons on a matter of common 
interest. agreement suggests a shared understanding 
that is arrived at after some discussion ≤an agreement to 
work as a team≥. contract suggests a formal often 
written agreement ≤a contract with a recording studio≥. 

agouti 1

bargain applies to a firm agreement especially about 
purchase and sale ≤we made a bargain to sell the land≥.

ag£ ri£ cul£ tur£ al \Éag-ri-ÇkÑlch-(Ñ-)rÑl\ adj  1 : of, relating to, 
or used in agriculture ≤agricultural machinery≥  2 : en-
gaged in or concerned with agriculture ≤an agricultural 
society≥ ó ag£ ri£ cul£ tur£ al£ ly \-á\ adv

ag£ ri£ cul£ ture \Çag-ri-ÉkÑl-chÑr\ n : the science or occupa-
tion of cultivating the soil, producing crops, and raising 
livestock :  farming ó ag£ ri£ cul£ tur£ ist \Éag-ri-ÇkÑlch- 
(Ñ-)rÑst\ or ag£ ri£ cul£ tur£ al£ ist \-(Ñ-)rÑ-lÑst\ n

agron£ o£ my \Ñ-Çgr‰n-Ñ-má\ n : a branch of agriculture that 
deals with the raising of crops and the care of the soil ó 
agron£ o£ mist \-mÑst\ n

aground \Ñ-Çgraònd\ adv or adj : on or onto the shore or 
the bottom of a body of water ≤the ship ran aground≥

ague \ÇÜ-gy¸\ n  1 : a fever (as malaria) marked by out-
breaks of chills, fever, and sweating that recur at regular 
intervals  2 : a fit of shivering : chill

ah \Ç‰\ interj ó used to express delight, relief, regret, or 
scorn

aha \‰-Çh‰\ interj ó used to express surprise, triumph, or 
scorn

ahead \Ñ-Çhed\ adv or adj  1 : in or toward the front ≤the 
road ahead≥ ≤go ahead≥  2 :  in, into, or for the future 
≤think ahead≥  3 : in or toward a better position ≤came 
out $20 ahead on the deal≥  4 : at or to an earlier time : in 
advance ≤make payments ahead≥

ahead of prep : in or at a place or time before ≤got ahead 
of me≥ ≤weúre ahead of schedule≥

A ho£ ri£ zon \ÇÜ-hÑ-Érà-zÑn\ n : the outer dark-colored soil 
with a light texture consisting usually of soil rich in debris 
obtained from living things in various stages of disintegra-
tion

ahoy \Ñ-Çhïi\ interj ó used in calling out to a passing ship 
or boat

 1aid \ÇÜd\ vb : to provide with what is useful or necessary 
: help, assist ó aid£ er n

 2aid n  1 a : the act of helping  b : help given : assistance  
2 : assistant  3 : someone or something that is of help or 
assistance ≤a visual aid≥

aide \ÇÜd\ n : a person who acts as an assistant
aideñ deñ camp \ÉÜd-di-Çkamp, -Çk‰n\ n, pl aidesñ deñ 
camp \ÉÜd(z)-di-\ : an aide to a high military or naval of-
ficer

AIDS \ÇÜdz\ n : a serious disease of the human immune 
system marked by destruction of a large proportion of the 
helper T cells in the body due to infection by the HIV vi-
rus commonly transmitted especially in blood and semen

AIDS virus n : HIV

ai£ ki£ do \Éà-ki-Çdã, à-Çká-Édã\ n :  a Japanese art of self™ 
 defense characterized by the use of techniques that force 
an opponentús own weight to work against him or her

ail \ÇÜl\ vb  1 : to be the matter with : trouble ≤what ails 
you?≥  2 : to have something the matter; esp : to suffer ill 
health ≤has been ailing for years≥

ai£ lan£ thus \Ü-Çlan(t)-thÑs\ n : tree of heaven

ai£ le£ ron \ÇÜ-lÑ-Ér‰n\ n : a movable part (as a flap) of an 
airplane wing or a movable body apart from the wing for 
giving a rolling motion and as a result providing control 
sideways

ail£ ment \ÇÜl-mÑnt\ n : a bodily disorder : sickness
 1aim \ÇÜm\ vb  1 : to point a weapon  2 : aspire, intend 
≤aims to please≥  3 : to direct to or toward an object or 
goal ≤aim a camera≥

 2aim n  1 : the directing of a weapon or a missile at a mark  
2 : goal 2, purpose
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of my belief in God should be apparent� � see ������-
����

absolution n release from the guilt or penalty of an of-
fense �the jury�s verdict of �not guilty� was absolution
in the eyes of the law, but the verdict would always be
�guilty� in the court of public opinion� � see ������

absolutism n a system of government in which the
ruler has unlimited power �concerning absolutism Lord
Acton famously observed that �absolute power cor-
rupts absolutely�� � see ���������

absolve vb to free from a charge of wrongdoing �no
amount of remorse will absolve shoplifters who are
caught, and all cases will be prosecuted to the full ex-
tent of the law� � see ���������

absorb vb 1 to take in �something liquid� through small
openings �most of the spilled water was absorbed by the
tablecloth�
synonyms drink, imbibe, soak �up�, sponge, suck �up�,
take up
related words gulp, guzzle, quaff, sip, slurp, swallow,
swig, swill
2 to hold the attention of �chatting on the phone
doesn�t absorb me so much that I can�t do something
else at the same time� � see ������ 1
3 to make a part of a body or system �local schools will
seek to absorb the new immigrants into the regular cur-
riculum as quickly as possible� � see ������ 1
4 to make complete use of �cleaning the house ab-
sorbed the rest of his energy� � see ������� 1
5 to put up with �something painful or difficult� �some-
how she managed to absorb whatever hardships life of-
fered� � see ���� 2

absorbed adj having the mind fixed on something
�Lori was so absorbed in her book that she didn�t hear
the bell ring� � see ��������� 1

absorbent also absorbant adj able to soak up liquids
especially readily �highly absorbent material that is re-
ally good for wiping off automobiles�
synonyms bibulous, spongy, thirsty
related words osmotic
antonyms nonabsorbent

absorbing adj holding the attention or provoking in-
terest �shell collecting can be so absorbing that you
don�t notice the tide coming in� � see �����������

absorption n a focusing of the mind on something
�forgot to return the phone call due to his absorption in
setting up the new computer system�� see ���������
1

abstain �from� vb to resist the temptation of �had to
abstain from solid food before her surgery� � see ���-
����

abstainer n a person who abstains from alcoholic bev-
erages �for religious reasons she�s been a total abstainer
her entire life� � see ����������

abstemious adj given to or marked by restraint in the
satisfaction of one�s appetites �being abstemious diners,
they avoid restaurants with all-you-can-eat buffets�
synonyms abstentious, abstinent, continent, self-abne-
gating, self-denying, sober, temperate
related words ascetic �also ascetical�, austere� disci-
plined, self-controlled, self-disciplined, self-governed
near antonyms gluttonous, greedy, rapacious, vora-
cious� Cyrenaic, hedonistic, self-pleasing, sensual, syba-
ritic, voluptuous, voluptuary� masturbatory, onanistic
antonyms self-indulgent

abstentious adj given to or marked by restraint in the
satisfaction of one�s appetites �abstentious by nature,
she eats only to satisfy actual hunger�never just for
the sake of eating� � see ����������

abstinence n 1 voluntary restraint in the satisfaction of
one�s appetites �a cleric vainly preaching abstinence in a

world where self-indulgence is regarded as almost a vir-
tue�
synonyms continence, self-abnegation, self-denial, so-
briety, temperance
related words control, forbearance, restraint� disci-
pline, self-command, self-control, self-discipline, self-
mastery� asceticism, austerity
near antonyms gluttony, greed, rapaciousness, rapac-
ity, voraciousness, voracity� hedonism, sensuality, syba-
ritism
antonyms self-indulgence
2 abstention from sexual intercourse �an AIDS-preven-
tion program that relies primarily on abstinence� � see
��������

abstinent adj given to or marked by restraint in the sat-
isfaction of one�s appetites �grew up in a family where
abstinent behavior was expected and self-indulgence of
any kind was scorned and castigated� � see �������-
���

abstract adj 1 dealing with or expressing a quality or
idea �the book deals with abstract matters such as hon-
esty and integrity on the job as well as practical subjects
such as asking for a raise�
synonyms conceptual, ideal, ideational, metaphysical,
notional, theoretical �also theoretic�
related words conjectural, hypothetical, speculative�
cosmic �also cosmical�, intellectual, mental, spiritual�
ethereal, immaterial, incorporeal, insubstantial, non-
material, nonphysical, unsubstantial� impalpable, im-
perceptible, insensible, intangible, invisible� impracti-
cal, romantic, transcendent, transcendental, unreal,
utopian, visionary
near antonyms material, physical� appreciable, detect-
able, discernible �also discernable�, noticeable, observ-
able, palpable, perceptible, sensible, substantial, tangi-
ble, visible� defined, definite, distinct� actual, factual,
real
antonyms concrete, nonabstract
2 using elements of form �as color, line, or texture� with
little or no attempt at creating a realistic picture �Cub-
ism is a style of abstract art in which natural forms are
broken up into geometric shapes�
synonyms nonfigurative, nonobjective, nonrealistic,
nonrepresentational
related words expressionist, expressionistic, impres-
sionist, impressionistic� symbolist, symbolistic
near antonyms lifelike, natural
antonyms figurative, naturalistic �also naturalist�, non-
abstract, objective, realistic, representational

abstract n 1 a short statement of the main points �the
scientist wrote a bare-bones abstract of his research and
conclusions� � see �������
2 a visible representation of something abstract �as a
quality� �a recent college valedictorian who�s been
hailed as the very abstract of what�s right with today�s
young people� � see ����������

abstract vb 1 to draw the attention or mind to some-
thing else �personal problems abstracted him so persis-
tently that he struggled to keep his mind on his work�
� see �������� 1
2 to make into a short statement of the main points �as
of a report� �took the 135-page report and abstracted it
in three short paragraphs� � see ���������

abstracted adj lost in thought and unaware of one�s
surroundings or actions �the man on the train seemed
somewhat abstracted, and he did indeed forget to get off
at his stop� � see ������������ 1

abstraction n something imagined or pictured in the
mind �to a people who have lived under one dictator-
ship after another, democracy and freedom are mere
abstractions� � see ���� 1

abstruse adj difficult for one of ordinary knowledge or

6 absolution • abstruse
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a horse of a different color chiefly US, informal : a very
different thing or issue Ë That�s what we�ll do when he gets
here. But if he doesn�t show up . . . well, that�s a horse of a
different color.

beat a dead horse �chiefly US� or flog a dead horse infor-
mal 1 : to keep talking about a subject that has already
been discussed or decided Ë I don�t mean to beat a dead
horse, but I still don�t understand what happened. 2 : to
waste time and effort trying to do something that is impos-
sible Ë Is it just beating a dead horse to ask for another re-
count of the votes�

change horses in midstream : to choose a different leader
or policy during a time when serious problems are being
dealt with Ë a politician whose slogan for reelection is
�Don�t change horses in midstream�

eat a horse informal� Someone who is very hungry can be
described as being hungry enough to eat a horse. Ë I didn�t
eat today and now I�m so hungry I could eat a horse.

from the horse’s mouth informal, of information : from the
original source or person and therefore thought to be true
Ë I know it�s hard to believe but I heard it �straight� from
the horse�s mouth.

hold your horses informal� used to tell someone to slow
down, stop, or wait for a short time Ë �Hurry up. We need
to get going.� �Hold your horses. I�ll be ready in a minute.�

look a gift horse in the mouth : to look in a critical way at
something that has been given to you Ë I noticed the guitar
wasn�t made of real wood, but I didn�t say anything be-
cause you shouldn�t look a gift horse in the mouth.

put the cart before the horse see �����
the wrong horse � If you choose�pick�back �etc.� the

wrong horse, you choose or support someone or something
that is not successful. Ë The company has been losing mon-
ey, and many investors are beginning to feel that they may
have backed the wrong horse.

– see also ������� �����, ���� �����, ���� �����,
����������, ���-�����, ������� �����, ���
�����, �������� �����, ������ �����

2horse verb horses� horsed� horseing
horse around or Brit horse about �phrasal verb� informal

: to play in a rough or loud way : to engage in horseplay Ë
They were horsing around instead of studying. Ë He horsed
around with the kids for a while.

1horseeback ��hoVs�b�k� noun
on horseback : on the back of a horse Ë Before the inven-
tion of the automobile, people often traveled on horseback.
��they traveled by riding horses�

2horseback adj, always used before a noun : on the back of a
horse Ë a horseback rider ��a person riding on a horse� Ë Do
you enjoy horseback riding� ��the activity of riding horses�
– horseback adv, chiefly US Ë riding horseback

horse chestnut noun, pl � -nuts �count� : a tree with
flowers that grow in large bunches and large brown seeds�

also : the seed of a horse chestnut tree
horse–drawn adj : pulled by a horse or by a group of hors-
es Ë a horse-drawn carriage

horseefeatheers ��hoVs�f)ðVz� noun �noncount� US, old-
fashioned slang : foolish or untrue words : �������� Ë He
thought the story was a lot of horsefeathers.

horseefly ��hoVs�fla1� noun, pl -flies �count� : a type of large
biting fly

horseehair ��hoVs�heV� noun �noncount� : hair from the
mane or tail of a horse
– horsehair adj Ë horsehair fabric Ë a horsehair couch�sofa
��a couch�sofa filled with horsehair�

horse laugh noun, pl � laughs �count� informal : a loud
laugh

horseeman ��hoVsmən� noun, pl -men �-mən� �count�
1 : a person �especially a man� who rides horses Ë a skillful
horseman
2 : a person �especially a man� who breeds or raises horses
� compare ����������
– horseemaneship ��hoVsmən�@1p� noun �noncount� Ë a
camp where children learn horsemanship ��learn how to
ride horses�

horse opera noun, pl � -eras �count� chiefly US, old-
fashioned : �������� Ë the star of many horse operas

horseeplay ��hoVs�ple1� noun �noncount� : rough or loud
play : energetic and noisy playful activity Ë The lamp got
broken when the kids were engaging in a little horseplay.

horseepoweer ��hoVs�pawV� noun, pl horsepower : a
unit used to measure the power of engines �noncount� We
need an engine with greater�more horsepower. ��a more
powerful engine� �count� an engine with 200 horsepower�
often used figuratively Ë intellectual horsepower

horse race noun, pl � races �count�
1 : an event in which horses race and people bet on which
horse will win
2 chiefly US : a close contest Ë The election is sure to become
a horse race by early summer.
– horseeraceing ��hoVs�re1s1ŋ� noun �noncount� Ë He lost a
lot of money betting on horseracing.

horseeradeish ��hoVs�r�d1@� noun, pl -ishees
1 �count� : a tall plant whose root is used for making a sauce
2 �noncount� : a strong sauce made from the root of the
horseradish plant � often used before another noun Ë a
spicy horseradish sauce

horse’s ass noun, pl� asses �count� US, informal + impo-
lite : a very stupid or foolish person : ��� Ë She angrily told
him to stop acting like a horse�s ass.

horse sense noun �noncount� informal : the ability to
make good judgments or decisions : common sense Ë He
credits his success to good old-fashioned horse sense.

horseeshit ��hoVs�@1t� noun �noncount� US, informal + offen-
sive : ��������, ��������

horseeshoe ��hoVs�@uI� noun, pl -shoes
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��horə�z"Int6i� adv Ë The line extends horizontally.
horemone ��hoV�moCn� noun, pl -mones �count� : a natu-
ral substance that is produced in the body and that influenc-
es the way the body grows or develops Ë sex hormones Ë a hor-
mone deficiency
– horemoneal �hoV�moCn6� adj Ë hormonal changes

– hormonally adv Ë hormonally controlled changes
hormone replacement therapy noun �noncount� med-

ical : the use of the hormone estrogen to treat symptoms of
menopause

1horn ��hoVn� noun, pl horns
1 �count� a : one of the hard pointed parts that grows on
the head of some animals �such as cattle, goats, or sheep� b
�count� : a hard pointed part that grows on the nose of a rhi-
noceros c �noncount� : the hard material of which horns
are made Ë utensils made of horn
2 �count� : something that is shaped like a horn Ë a saddle
horn
3 �count� a : a brass musical instrument �such as a trumpet
or trombone� � see also ������� ����, ������ ����
b : an instrument made from an animal�s horn that is used
for music or for producing loud signals
4 �count� : a device that makes a loud noise Ë The driver in
the car behind me blew�honked his horn. � see picture at
���
5 the horn US slang : ���������� Ë When he heard there
was trouble, he got on the horn to the police. ��he phoned
the police�
blow your own horn or toot your own horn US, informal

: to talk about yourself or your achievements especially in
a way that shows that you are proud or too proud ËWe�ve
had a very successful year, and I think we have a right to
blow our own horn ���Brit� blow our own trumpet� a little.

lock horns see �����
on the horns of a dilemma : in a situation in which you
have to choose between things that are unpleasant or un-
desirable

pull in your horns also draw in your horns : to begin to
behave in a more careful way� especially : to spend or in-
vest money more carefully Ë The bad economic news has
caused many investors to pull in their horns.

take the bull by the horns see �����
– horneless ��hoVnləs� adj Ë a hornless animal

2horn verb horns� horned� horneing
horn in �phrasal verb� US, informal + usually disapproving

: to add your comment or opinion to a conversation or dis-
cussion that you have been listening to Ë Whenever I start
to talk, he always horns in. � usually + on Ë He always
horns in on the conversation.

horned ��hoVnd� adj : having horns or parts that look like
horns Ë a horned dinosaur Ë horned cattle Ë a horned owl ��an
owl that has feathers on its head that look like ears or horns�

horenet ��hoVnət� noun, pl -nets �count� : a flying insect that
has a powerful sting

hornet’s nest noun �singular�
1 : a situation or place in which there are many dangers Ë
The principal entered the hornet�s nest of angry parents.
2 : an angry reaction Ë His comments stirred up a hornet�s
nest of angry opposition and criticism.

horn–rimmed glasses noun �plural� : eyeglasses with
frames made of a plastic that resembles horn �sense 1c�

horn–rims ��hoVn�r1mz� noun �plural� : ����-������
�������

horny ��hoVni� adj horneieer� -est �also more �� most ��
1 : made of horn �sense 1c� or a similar substance Ë a horny
growth
2 : hard and tough Ë horny skin
3 informal : sexually excited Ë horny teenagers

horoescope ��horə�skoCp� noun, pl -scopes �count� : ad-
vice and future predictions based on the date of a person�s
birth and the positions of the stars and planets Ë She checked
the newspaper for her horoscope.

horerenedous �hə�r)ndəs� adj �more �� most �� : very bad
or unpleasant : �������� Ë horrendous crimes Ë Her taste in
clothes is horrendous. Ë a horrendous traffic jam
– horerenedousely adv

horerieble ��horəbəl� adj �more �� most ��
1 : causing horror : very shocking and upsetting Ë He suf-
fered a horrible death. Ë The crime scene was too horrible to
describe. Ë a horrible accident
2 : very bad or unpleasant Ë a horrible ��disgusting� smell Ë
That was a horrible ��terrible, awful� movie. Ë The team had a

horrible season last year. Ë He realized that he had made a
horriblemistake.
– horeriebly ��horəbli� adv ËHe died horribly. ËHe was horri-

bly disfigured in the fire. Ë Something had gone horribly
wrong.

horerid ��horəd� adj �more �� most ��
1 : very shocking or bad Ë People there are living in horrid
conditions. Ë a horrid ��horrible� crime
2 : very unpleasant Ë The medicine was horrid. ËHe�s a horrid
little man.
– horeridely adv

horeriefic �hoV�r1f1k� adj �more �� most �� : causing horror
or shock Ë a horrific crime
– horerieficealely adv Ë a horrifically brutal murder Ë horrifi-

cally expensive
horeriefy ��horə�fa1� verb -fies� -fied� -fyeing �+ obj� : to
cause �someone� to feel horror or shock : to greatly upset
and shock �someone� Ë The details of the crime horrified the
nation. Ë They were horrified by�at the movie�s violence.
– horrified adj �more �� most �� Ë He was horrified to real-
ize that his comments had been overheard. Ë She had a hor-
rified look on her face. – horrifying adj �more �� most ��
Ë a horrifying experience – horeriefyeingely adv Ë a horrify-
ingly brutal crime

1horeror ��horV� noun, pl -rors
1 �noncount� : a very strong feeling of fear, dread, and shock
Ë There was a look of horror on her face. Ë He saw to his hor-
ror that he couldn�t escape. ��he was horrified to see that he
couldn�t escape� Ë The crowd watched in horror as the fire
spread.
2 �noncount� : the quality of something that causes feelings
of fear, dread, and shock : the horrible or shocking quality
or character of something Ë His friends were shocked by the
horror of his death. Ë the horror of war
3 : something that causes feelings of fear, dread, and shock
: something that is shocking and horrible �count� His crimes
were unspeakable horrors. ËHis memoirs recount the horrors
of the war. �noncount� tales of horror
4 �count� chiefly Brit, informal : a child who behaves very
badly Ë Their children are perfect little horrors�
have a horror of : to have a strong dislike for or fear of
�something� Ë Some students seem to have a horror of using
the dictionary. Ë Like many teenagers, she has a horror of
being seen in public with her parents. Ë He has a horror of
being caught unprepared.

horror of horrors informal + humorous� used to describe
something as shocking or horrible Ë There was no televi-
sion at the cabin, so�horror of horrors��we had to spend
the evenings reading books and playing board games.

shock horror see ������
2horror adj, always used before a noun : intended to cause
feelings of fear or horror Ë a horror movie Ë He writes horror
novels.

horror show noun, pl � shows �count� informal : some-
thing that is difficult to deal with or watch because it is so
bad, unpleasant, etc. Ë The trial has been a horror show.

horror story noun, pl� -ries �count� informal
1 : a story about an actual event or experience that is very
unpleasant ËWe�ve all heard horror stories about airlines los-
ing people�s luggage.
2 : an experience that is very unpleasant Ë Her childhood
was a horror story.

hors d’oeuvre �oV�dVv� noun, pl hors d’oeuvres �count�
: a food served in small portions before the main part of a
meal Ë a tray of assorted hors d�oeuvres

1horse ��hoVs� noun, pl horsees
1 �count� : a large animal that is used for riding and for car-
rying and pulling things Ë ride�mount a horse � often used
before another noun Ë a horse farm Ë horse people ��people
who raise or have a special interest in horses� � compare
����, �����, ����, �������, ����, ����, ��������� see
also ������� �����, ���������, ���������
2 �count� a : a frame used to support a piece of wood while
it is being cut with a saw : �������� b : a large piece of
equipment used in gymnastics : ������ �����
3 horses �plural� informal a US : ���������� Ë a car
with 275 horses b the horses : horse races ËHe lost a lot of
money on the horses.
4 �count� US, informal : an athlete who is strong and who
helps a team to win� usually plural Ë a team with the horses
to win the pennant ��a team with the good players needed to
win the pennant�
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a horse of a different color chiefly US, informal : a very
different thing or issue Ë That�s what we�ll do when he gets
here. But if he doesn�t show up . . . well, that�s a horse of a
different color.

beat a dead horse �chiefly US� or flog a dead horse infor-
mal 1 : to keep talking about a subject that has already
been discussed or decided Ë I don�t mean to beat a dead
horse, but I still don�t understand what happened. 2 : to
waste time and effort trying to do something that is impos-
sible Ë Is it just beating a dead horse to ask for another re-
count of the votes�

change horses in midstream : to choose a different leader
or policy during a time when serious problems are being
dealt with Ë a politician whose slogan for reelection is
�Don�t change horses in midstream�

eat a horse informal� Someone who is very hungry can be
described as being hungry enough to eat a horse. Ë I didn�t
eat today and now I�m so hungry I could eat a horse.

from the horse’s mouth informal, of information : from the
original source or person and therefore thought to be true
Ë I know it�s hard to believe but I heard it �straight� from
the horse�s mouth.

hold your horses informal� used to tell someone to slow
down, stop, or wait for a short time Ë �Hurry up. We need
to get going.� �Hold your horses. I�ll be ready in a minute.�

look a gift horse in the mouth : to look in a critical way at
something that has been given to you Ë I noticed the guitar
wasn�t made of real wood, but I didn�t say anything be-
cause you shouldn�t look a gift horse in the mouth.

put the cart before the horse see �����
the wrong horse � If you choose�pick�back �etc.� the

wrong horse, you choose or support someone or something
that is not successful. Ë The company has been losing mon-
ey, and many investors are beginning to feel that they may
have backed the wrong horse.

– see also ������� �����, ���� �����, ���� �����,
����������, ���-�����, ������� �����, ���
�����, �������� �����, ������ �����

2horse verb horses� horsed� horseing
horse around or Brit horse about �phrasal verb� informal

: to play in a rough or loud way : to engage in horseplay Ë
They were horsing around instead of studying. Ë He horsed
around with the kids for a while.

1horseeback ��hoVs�b�k� noun
on horseback : on the back of a horse Ë Before the inven-
tion of the automobile, people often traveled on horseback.
��they traveled by riding horses�

2horseback adj, always used before a noun : on the back of a
horse Ë a horseback rider ��a person riding on a horse� Ë Do
you enjoy horseback riding� ��the activity of riding horses�
– horseback adv, chiefly US Ë riding horseback

horse chestnut noun, pl � -nuts �count� : a tree with
flowers that grow in large bunches and large brown seeds�

also : the seed of a horse chestnut tree
horse–drawn adj : pulled by a horse or by a group of hors-
es Ë a horse-drawn carriage

horseefeatheers ��hoVs�f)ðVz� noun �noncount� US, old-
fashioned slang : foolish or untrue words : �������� Ë He
thought the story was a lot of horsefeathers.

horseefly ��hoVs�fla1� noun, pl -flies �count� : a type of large
biting fly

horseehair ��hoVs�heV� noun �noncount� : hair from the
mane or tail of a horse
– horsehair adj Ë horsehair fabric Ë a horsehair couch�sofa
��a couch�sofa filled with horsehair�

horse laugh noun, pl � laughs �count� informal : a loud
laugh

horseeman ��hoVsmən� noun, pl -men �-mən� �count�
1 : a person �especially a man� who rides horses Ë a skillful
horseman
2 : a person �especially a man� who breeds or raises horses
� compare ����������
– horseemaneship ��hoVsmən�@1p� noun �noncount� Ë a
camp where children learn horsemanship ��learn how to
ride horses�

horse opera noun, pl � -eras �count� chiefly US, old-
fashioned : �������� Ë the star of many horse operas

horseeplay ��hoVs�ple1� noun �noncount� : rough or loud
play : energetic and noisy playful activity Ë The lamp got
broken when the kids were engaging in a little horseplay.

horseepoweer ��hoVs�pawV� noun, pl horsepower : a
unit used to measure the power of engines �noncount� We
need an engine with greater�more horsepower. ��a more
powerful engine� �count� an engine with 200 horsepower�
often used figuratively Ë intellectual horsepower

horse race noun, pl � races �count�
1 : an event in which horses race and people bet on which
horse will win
2 chiefly US : a close contest Ë The election is sure to become
a horse race by early summer.
– horseeraceing ��hoVs�re1s1ŋ� noun �noncount� Ë He lost a
lot of money betting on horseracing.

horseeradeish ��hoVs�r�d1@� noun, pl -ishees
1 �count� : a tall plant whose root is used for making a sauce
2 �noncount� : a strong sauce made from the root of the
horseradish plant � often used before another noun Ë a
spicy horseradish sauce

horse’s ass noun, pl� asses �count� US, informal + impo-
lite : a very stupid or foolish person : ��� Ë She angrily told
him to stop acting like a horse�s ass.

horse sense noun �noncount� informal : the ability to
make good judgments or decisions : common sense Ë He
credits his success to good old-fashioned horse sense.

horseeshit ��hoVs�@1t� noun �noncount� US, informal + offen-
sive : ��������, ��������

horseeshoe ��hoVs�@uI� noun, pl -shoes
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a horse of a different color chiefly US, informal : a very
different thing or issue Ë That�s what we�ll do when he gets
here. But if he doesn�t show up . . . well, that�s a horse of a
different color.

beat a dead horse �chiefly US� or flog a dead horse infor-
mal 1 : to keep talking about a subject that has already
been discussed or decided Ë I don�t mean to beat a dead
horse, but I still don�t understand what happened. 2 : to
waste time and effort trying to do something that is impos-
sible Ë Is it just beating a dead horse to ask for another re-
count of the votes�

change horses in midstream : to choose a different leader
or policy during a time when serious problems are being
dealt with Ë a politician whose slogan for reelection is
�Don�t change horses in midstream�

eat a horse informal� Someone who is very hungry can be
described as being hungry enough to eat a horse. Ë I didn�t
eat today and now I�m so hungry I could eat a horse.

from the horse’s mouth informal, of information : from the
original source or person and therefore thought to be true
Ë I know it�s hard to believe but I heard it �straight� from
the horse�s mouth.

hold your horses informal� used to tell someone to slow
down, stop, or wait for a short time Ë �Hurry up. We need
to get going.� �Hold your horses. I�ll be ready in a minute.�

look a gift horse in the mouth : to look in a critical way at
something that has been given to you Ë I noticed the guitar
wasn�t made of real wood, but I didn�t say anything be-
cause you shouldn�t look a gift horse in the mouth.

put the cart before the horse see �����
the wrong horse � If you choose�pick�back �etc.� the

wrong horse, you choose or support someone or something
that is not successful. Ë The company has been losing mon-
ey, and many investors are beginning to feel that they may
have backed the wrong horse.

– see also ������� �����, ���� �����, ���� �����,
����������, ���-�����, ������� �����, ���
�����, �������� �����, ������ �����

2horse verb horses� horsed� horseing
horse around or Brit horse about �phrasal verb� informal

: to play in a rough or loud way : to engage in horseplay Ë
They were horsing around instead of studying. Ë He horsed
around with the kids for a while.

1horseeback ��hoVs�b�k� noun
on horseback : on the back of a horse Ë Before the inven-
tion of the automobile, people often traveled on horseback.
��they traveled by riding horses�

2horseback adj, always used before a noun : on the back of a
horse Ë a horseback rider ��a person riding on a horse� Ë Do
you enjoy horseback riding� ��the activity of riding horses�
– horseback adv, chiefly US Ë riding horseback

horse chestnut noun, pl � -nuts �count� : a tree with
flowers that grow in large bunches and large brown seeds�

also : the seed of a horse chestnut tree
horse–drawn adj : pulled by a horse or by a group of hors-
es Ë a horse-drawn carriage

horseefeatheers ��hoVs�f)ðVz� noun �noncount� US, old-
fashioned slang : foolish or untrue words : �������� Ë He
thought the story was a lot of horsefeathers.

horseefly ��hoVs�fla1� noun, pl -flies �count� : a type of large
biting fly

horseehair ��hoVs�heV� noun �noncount� : hair from the
mane or tail of a horse
– horsehair adj Ë horsehair fabric Ë a horsehair couch�sofa
��a couch�sofa filled with horsehair�

horse laugh noun, pl � laughs �count� informal : a loud
laugh

horseeman ��hoVsmən� noun, pl -men �-mən� �count�
1 : a person �especially a man� who rides horses Ë a skillful
horseman
2 : a person �especially a man� who breeds or raises horses
� compare ����������
– horseemaneship ��hoVsmən�@1p� noun �noncount� Ë a
camp where children learn horsemanship ��learn how to
ride horses�

horse opera noun, pl � -eras �count� chiefly US, old-
fashioned : �������� Ë the star of many horse operas

horseeplay ��hoVs�ple1� noun �noncount� : rough or loud
play : energetic and noisy playful activity Ë The lamp got
broken when the kids were engaging in a little horseplay.

horseepoweer ��hoVs�pawV� noun, pl horsepower : a
unit used to measure the power of engines �noncount� We
need an engine with greater�more horsepower. ��a more
powerful engine� �count� an engine with 200 horsepower�
often used figuratively Ë intellectual horsepower

horse race noun, pl � races �count�
1 : an event in which horses race and people bet on which
horse will win
2 chiefly US : a close contest Ë The election is sure to become
a horse race by early summer.
– horseeraceing ��hoVs�re1s1ŋ� noun �noncount� Ë He lost a
lot of money betting on horseracing.

horseeradeish ��hoVs�r�d1@� noun, pl -ishees
1 �count� : a tall plant whose root is used for making a sauce
2 �noncount� : a strong sauce made from the root of the
horseradish plant � often used before another noun Ë a
spicy horseradish sauce

horse’s ass noun, pl� asses �count� US, informal + impo-
lite : a very stupid or foolish person : ��� Ë She angrily told
him to stop acting like a horse�s ass.

horse sense noun �noncount� informal : the ability to
make good judgments or decisions : common sense Ë He
credits his success to good old-fashioned horse sense.

horseeshit ��hoVs�@1t� noun �noncount� US, informal + offen-
sive : ��������, ��������

horseeshoe ��hoVs�@uI� noun, pl -shoes
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ing the process of animation Ë The film�s
dinosaurs were animated on computers.

aneiemateed ���nə�me1təd� adj 1 : full
of life and energy Ë After dinner, the dis-
cussion got more animated. 2 : pro-
duced through the process of animationË animated films�cartoons�characters —
aneiemateedely adv

aneiemaetion ���nə�me1@ən� n �U � 1 : a
lively or excited quality Ë He talked with
animation ��in an excited way� about his
vacation. 2 : a way of making a movie
by creating a series of drawings, photo-
graphs, etc., that are slightly different
from one another and showing them
quickly one after another to create the
appearance of movement Ë The anima-
tion for the film took two years to com-
plete. Ë computer animation

aneiemaetor ���nə�me1tV� n �C � : a person
who creates animated movies and car-
toons

aneieme ���nə�me1� n �U � : a style of ani-
mation that was created in Japan

aneiemoseiety ���nə�m"Isəti� n, pl -ties
�C�U � : a strong feeling of dislike or ha-
tred Ë There has always been animosity
between them. ��they have always dis-
liked each other� Ë our personal animosi-
ties

aneise ���nəs� n �U � : a plant with seeds
that are used in cooking

anekle ���ŋkəl� n �C � : the joint where the
foot joins the leg Ë I twisted�sprained my
ankle.

aneklet ���ŋklət� n �C � : a band, ring, or
chain that is worn around the ankle �
called also ankle bracelet

anenals ���nəlz� n �plural� 1 : historical
records Ë This event will go down in the
annals of sports�war�medicine. ��it will be
remembered as part of the history of
sports�war�medicine� 2 : records of the
activities of an organization � often
used in the titles of publications Ë the An-
nals of Family Medicine

1anenex �ə�n)ks� vb �T � : to add �an area or
region� to a country, state, etc. Ë The
United States annexed Texas in 1845. —
anenexeaetion ���n)k�se1@ən� n �C�U �

2anenex �chiefly US� or Brit anenexe ���-
�n)ks� n �C � 1 : a building that is at-
tached to or near a larger building and
usually used as part of it Ë We store our
old files in the annex. 2 chiefly Brit : a
section or statement added at the end of
a document : ��������

aneniehielate �ə�najə�le1t� vb -lateed� -lat-
ing �T � 1 : to destroy �something or
someone� completely Ë Bombs annihilat-
ed the city. 2 : to defeat �someone� com-
pletely Ë He annihilated his opponent in
the last election. — aneniehielaetion �ə-
�najə�le1@ən� n �U �

anenieveresaery ���nə�vVsəri� n, pl -ries
�C � : a date that is remembered or cele-
brated because a special or notable event
occurred on that date in a previous yearË the anniversary of the invasion Ë We are
celebrating our fifth �wedding� anniversa-
ry this year.

anenoetate ���nə�te1t� vb -tateed� -tat-
ing �T � : to add notes or comments to �a

book, drawing, etc.� Ë She annotated the
text at several places. Ë a fully annotated
diagram

anenoetaetion ���nə�te1@ən� n 1 �C � : a
note added to a book, drawing, etc., as a
comment or explanation Ë the text�s an-
notations 2 �U � : the act of adding notes
or comments to something Ë her annota-
tion of the diagram

anenounce �ə�naCns� vb -nounced�
-nounceing 1 �T � : to make �some-
thing� known in a public or formal way Ë
They announced plans to shut down the
factory. Ë She announced that the store
would be closing in 10 minutes. Ë Their en-
gagement was announced in the newspa-
per. 2 �T � : to say �something� in a loud
and definite way Ë He stood up and an-
nounced that he was leaving. 3 �T � : to
say in a formal or official way that some-
thing or someone has arrived or is
present or ready Ë Our flight was just an-
nounced over the loudspeaker. 4 �I � US
: to say that you are a candidate for a po-
litical office Ë He announced for president
��he said that he is going to run for pres-
ident� yesterday. 5 �T � US : to describe
�a sports event� on radio or television Ë
Who�s going to announce tonight�s game�
— anenounceement �ə�naCnsmənt� n
�C�U � Ë She made an announcement that
the store would be closing in 10 minutes. Ë
the announcement of the contest�s winners
— anenounceer �ə�naCnsV� n �C � Ë a ra-
dio�sports announcer

anenoy �ə�no1� vb �T � : to cause �some-
one� to feel slightly angry Ë Her constant
questions annoyed us. — anenoyed �ə-
�no1d� adj Ë She�s very annoyed at�with
me. Ë He had an annoyed expression on
his face. — anenoyeing �ə�noj1ŋ� adj Ë
an annoying habit — anenoyeingely adv

anenoyeance �ə�nojəns� n 1 �U � : slight
anger : the feeling of being annoyed Ë
She expressed annoyance at the slow ser-
vice. 2 �C � : something that causes feel-
ings of slight anger or irritation Ë The
long wait was a minor annoyance.

1anenueal ���njəwəl� adj 1 : happening
once a year Ë The annual meeting is in
July. Ë the company�s annual report 2
: covering the period of a year Ë the area�s
average annual rainfall Ë an annual fee of
$45 — anenuealely adv Ë We meet annu-
ally in July.

2annual n �C � 1 : a plant that lives for
only one year or season Ë annuals and pe-
rennials 2 : a book or magazine that is
published once a year

anenueity �ə�nuIəti, Brit ə�njuIəti� n, pl
-ities �C � 1 : a fixed amount of money
that is paid to someone each year 2 : an
insurance policy or an investment that
pays someone a fixed amount of money
each year

anenul �ə�n$l� vb -nulled� -nuleling �T �
: to say officially that something is no
longer valid Ë Their marriage was an-
nulled. — anenulement �ə�n$lmənt� n
�C�U �

aneode ����noCd� n �C � technical : the
part of an electrical device �such as a
battery� from which electrons leave

anoint �ə�no1nt� vb �T � 1 : to put oil on

39 animated G anoint
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A
a (an before vowel or silent h) art 
: un m : una f : por : a la : al

a- pref : a-
aardvark n : oso m hormiguero
aback adv : por sorpresa
abacus n, pl abaci or abacuses 
: ábaco m

abaft adv : a popa
abandon1 v : abandonar 
: desamparar : desertar de 
: renunciar a : suspender 
: evacuar : dejar

abandon2 n : desenfreno m
abandoned adj : abandonado 
: desenfrenado : desinhibido

abandonment n : abandono m 
: desamparo m

abase v abased; abasing 
: degradar : humillar : rebajar

abash v : avergonzar : abochornar
abashed adj : avergonzado
abate v abated; abating : amainar 
: menguar : disminuir

abattoir n : matadero m
abbess n : abadesa f
abbey n, pl -beys : abadía f
abbot n : abad m
abbreviate v -ated; -ating 
: abreviar

abbreviation n : abreviación f 
: abreviatura f

ABC’s npl : abecé m
abdicate v -cated; -cating 
: abdicar

abdication n : abdicación f
abdomen n : abdomen m  
: vientre m

abdominal adj : abdominal — 
abdominally adv

abduct v : raptar : secuestrar
abduction n : rapto m : secuestro m
abductor n : raptor m, -tora f 
: secuestrador m, -dora f

abed adv & adj : en cama
aberrant adj : anormal : aberrante 
: anómalo : atípico

aberration n : aberración f 
: perturbación f mental

abet v abetted; abetting : ayudar
abeyance n : desuso m 
: suspensión f

abhor v -horred; -horring 
: abominar : aborrecer

abhorrence n : aborrecimiento m 
: odio m

abhorrent adj : abominable 
: aborrecible : odioso

abide v abode or abided; abiding 
: soportar : tolerar : quedar 
: permanecer : morar : residir

ability n, pl -ties : aptitud f  
: capacidad f : facultad f 
: competencia f : talento m : don m 
: habilidad f

abject adj : miserable : desdichado 
: abatido : desesperado : servil — 
abjectly adv

abjure v -jured; -juring : abjurar de
ablaze adj : ardiendo : en llamas 
: resplandeciente : radiante

able adj abler; ablest : capaz 
: hábil : competente

-able suf : -able
ablution n : ablución f
ably adv : hábilmente 
: eficientemente

abnormal adj : anormal — 
abnormally adv

abnormality n, pl -ties 
: anormalidad f

aboard1 adv : a bordo
aboard2 prep : a bordo de
abode1 →→ abide
abode2 n : morada f : residencia f 
: vivienda f

abolish v : abolir : suprimir
abolition n : abolición f : supresión f
abominable adj : abominable 
: aborrecible : espantoso

abominate v -nated; -nating 
: abominar : aborrecer

abomination n : abominación f
aboriginal adj : aborigen : indígena
aborigine n : aborigen mf 
: indígena mf

abort v : abortar : suspender 
: abandonar : hacerse un aborto

abortion n : aborto m
abortive adj : fracasado : frustrado 
: malogrado

abound v to abound in : abundar 
en : estar lleno de
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1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55

First Pass

ZOMBOID adj resembling zombies
ZONA n pl. -NAE a transparent 

substance surrounding the 
ovum of mammals

ZONAL adj pertaining to a zone 
ZONALLY adv

ZONARY adj zonal
ZONATE adj arranged in zones
ZONATED adj zonate
ZONATION n pl. -S arrangement in zones
ZONE v ZONED, ZONING, ZONES 

to arrange in zones (areas 
distinguished from other 
adjacent areas)

ZONELESS adj having no zone or belt
ZONER n pl. -S one that zones
ZONETIME n pl. -S standard time used at 

sea
ZONING n pl. -S the division of a city 

or land into areas subject to 
planning restrictions

ZONK v -ED, -ING, -S to stupefy
ZONKEY n pl. -S a hybrid between a 

zebra and a donkey
ZONULA n pl. -LAS or -LAE zonule
ZONULE n pl. -S a small zone 

ZONULAR adj
ZOO n pl. ZOOS a place where 

animals are kept for public 
exhibition

ZOOCHORE n pl. -S a plant dispersed by 
animals

ZOODLE n pl. -S a thin strip of zucchini
ZOOECIUM n pl. -CIA a sac secreted and 

lived in by an aquatic organism
ZOOEY adj ZOOIER, ZOOIEST 

resembling a zoo
ZOOGENIC adj caused by animals or their 

activities
ZOOGENY n pl. -NIES the development or 

evolution of animals
ZOOGLEA n pl. -GLEAS or -GLEAE 

a jellylike mass of bacteria 
ZOOGLEAL adj

ZOOGLOEA n pl. -GLOEAS or -GLOEAE 
zooglea

ZOOID n pl. -S an organic cell or 
body capable of independent 
movement ZOOIDAL adj

ZOOKS interj — used as a mild oath
ZOOLATER n pl. -S one that worships 

animals
ZOOLATRY n pl. -TRIES the worship of 

animals

ZIPPER v -ED, -ING, -S to fasten with a 
zipper (a fastener consisting of 
two rows of interlocking teeth)

ZIPPO n pl. -POS nothing
ZIPPY adj -PIER, -PIEST full of 

energy ZIPPILY adv
ZIRAM n pl. -S a chemical salt
ZIRCALOY n pl. -S a zirconium alloy
ZIRCON n pl. -S a mineral
ZIRCONIA n pl. -S a chemical compound
ZIRCONIC adj pertaining to the metallic 

element zirconium
ZIT n pl. -S a pimple
ZITHER n pl. -S a stringed instrument
ZITHERN n pl. -S zither
ZITI n pl. -S a tubular pasta
ZIZIT n/pl zizith
ZIZITH n/pl the tassels on the four 

corners of a Jewish prayer 
shawl

ZIZZ v -ED, -ING, -ES to make a 
buzzing sound

ZIZZLE v -ZLED, -ZLING, -ZLES to 
sizzle

ZLOTY n pl. ZLOTE or ZLOTIES 
or ZLOTYCH or ZLOTYS a 
monetary unit of Poland

ZOA a pl. of zoon
ZOARIUM n pl. -IA a colony of bryozoans 

ZOARIAL adj
ZOCALO n pl. -LOS the public square in 

a Mexican city or town
ZODIAC n pl. -S an imaginary belt 

encircling the celestial sphere 
ZODIACAL adj

ZOEA n pl. ZOEAS or ZOEAE 
a larval form of certain 
crustaceans ZOEAL adj

ZOECIUM n pl. -CIA zooecium
ZOETROPE n pl. -S an optical toy in which 

a series of pictures rotates to 
give the illusion of motion

ZOFTIG adj zaftig
ZOIC adj pertaining to animals or 

animal life
ZOISITE n pl. -S a mineral
ZOMBI n pl. -S zombie
ZOMBIE n pl. -S a will-less human 

capable only of automatic 
movement

ZOMBIFY v -FIED, -FYING, -FIES to turn 
into a zombie

ZOMBIISM n pl. -S the system of beliefs 
connected with a West African 
snake god
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12-Copy Pocket Dictionary Counter Display (Flexi Paperbacks)	 539-1	 7 3/8"w x 8 3/4"h x 4 1/4"d	  
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cabriolet 204 205 calculated

café
5 diner  6 bistro, nitery  7 barroom, 
beanery, cabaret, hot spot  8 cook-
shop  9 lunchroom, nightclub, night-
spot  10 coffee shop, restaurant, 
supper club  12 luncheonette, water-
ing hole  13 watering place
order:  5 latte

café 
4 noir  5 latte  6 au lait, filtre  7 so-
ciety

caftan
4 gown, robe  6 muumuu  12 dress-
ing gown

cage
3 hem, pen  4 cell, coop, jail  5 score  
6 aviary, corral, immure, lock up, 
shut in  7 close in, enclose, impound  
8 imprison  9 enclosure  11 incar-
cerate

cagey
3 sly  4 foxy, wary, wily  5 canny, 
sharp  6 astute, clever, crafty, shrewd

cahier
6 record, report, review  7 journal  
8 notebook

cahoots
6 hookup, league  8 alliance  9 collu-
sion  10 complicity  11 partnership

caiman
9 crocodile  11 crocodilian

Cain
brother:  4 Abel, Seth
father:  4 Adam
land:  3 Nod
mother:  3 Eve
nephew:  4 Enos
son:  5 Enoch
victim:  4 Abel

Caine Mutiny
author:  4 Wouk (Herman)
character:  5 Keith (Willie), Maryk 
(Steve), Queeg (Capt. Francis)

Cain novel
8 Serenade  13 Mildred Pierce  
23 Postman Always Rings Twice 
(The)

cajole
3 con  4 coax, dupe  6 entice, seduce  
7 beguile, blarney, deceive, wheedle  

cabriolet
5 coupe  8 carriage

cache
4 bury, hide  5 cover, hoard, plant, 
stash, store, trove  6 memory, wealth  
7 arsenal, conceal, lay away, nest 
egg, put away, reserve, secrete  
8 ensconce, treasure  9 stockpile  
10 accumulate  11 hiding place

cachet
4 rank, seal  5 motto, state  6 slogan, 
status  7 dignity, stature  8 approval, 
position, prestige, standing  11 con-
sequence

cachinnate
4 crow, howl, roar  5 laugh, whoop  
6 guffaw, shriek

cackle
3 gab, jaw  4 blab, chat, crow  
5 clack, cluck  6 babble, burble, 
gabble, gaggle, gobble  7 blabber, 
blatter, chatter, prattle

cacoëthes
4 zeal  5 mania  6 desire  9 obsession

cacomistle
5 civet  7 raccoon  8 civet cat, ringtail

cacophonic
5 harsh  8 tuneless  9 dissonant, 
unmusical  10 discordant  11 un-
melodious  12 unharmonious

cacophony
3 din  5 babel, noise  6 hubbub, 
uproar  9 confusion, harshness  
10 dissonance

cactus
5 nopal  6 cereus, cholla, mescal, 
peyote  7 opuntia, saguaro  11 prickly 
pear

cad
3 cur, dog, rat  4 boor, fink, heel, 
jerk, lout, rake, roué  5 creep, knave, 
louse, rogue, skunk, swine  6 ras-
cal, rotter  7 bounder  9 conductor, 
scoundrel

cadaver
4 body, mort  5 stiff  6 corpse  7 car-
cass, remains  8 deceased

cadaverous
5 ashen, gaunt, livid  6 pallid, wasted  
7 deathly, ghastly, ghostly, shadowy  

8 skeletal, spectral  9 deathlike, ema-
ciated, ghostlike  10 corpselike

caddy
3 bin, box  4 aide  5 toter  6 casket  
8 canister, tea chest

cadence
4 beat, flow, lilt  5 meter, pulse  
6 rhythm  9 pulsation  10 conclusion, 
inflection, intonation

cadet
4 pimp  5 plebe  7 student, trainee  
10 midshipman

cadge
3 beg, bum  5 mooch  6 hustle, 
sponge  8 freeload, scrounge  9 pan-
handle

Cadmus
daughter:  3 Ino  5 Agave  6 Semele  
7 Autonoë
father:  6 Agenor
sister:  6 Europa
victim:  6 dragon
wife:  8 Harmonia

cadre
4 cell, core  5 frame, staff  6 cohort  
7 in-group  9 framework

caducity
3 age  6 dotage, old age  8 senility  
10 senescence  11 senectitude

Caesar
assassin:  6 Brutus (Marcus Junius)  
7 Cassius (Gaius)
battle:  4 Zela  9 Pharsalus
conquest:  4 Gaul  7 Britain
death date:  4 Ides  11 Ides of 
March
eulogist:  6 Antony (Marc)  7 An-
thony (Mark)  8 Antonius (Marcus)
message:  12 Veni vidi vici
partner:  4 Coca (Imogene)
river:  7 Rubicon
utterance:  4 Et tu  9 Et tu Brute
wife:  7 Pompeia  8 Cornelia  9 Cal-
purnia

Caesarism
7 tyranny  9 authority, autocracy, 
despotism  10 absolutism  12 dicta-
torship

caesura
5 break, pause  12 interruption
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Merriam-Webster.com
Merriam-Webster fans will enjoy relevant and fascinating language information, along with trusted dictionary 
definitions. Engaging features include word games and quizzes, Ask the Editor videos, Word of the Day, Time 
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		  M-W’s Japanese-English Dictionary	 861-3	 23	 9.99

		  M-W’s Dictionary and Thesaurus
  
©2020	 293-2	 10	 12.99

		  The M-W Dictionary of Synonyms and Antonyms	 906-1	 18	 7.99

		  M-W’s French-English Dictionary	 917-7	 22	 9.99

		  M-W’s Guide to Punctuation and Style, 2nd Edition	 921-4	 18	 8.99

		  MERRIAM-WEBSTER REFERENCE SETS (Mass-Market Paperbacks)

		  M-W’s Everyday Language Reference Set	 332-8	 19	 28.48

		  M-W’s English & Spanish Reference Set	 333-5	 19	 30.48

		  COUNTER AND FLOOR DISPLAYS	  

		  12-Copy Medical Dictionary Counter Display	 884-2	 25	 131.88

		  24-Copy Dictionary and Thesaurus Floor Display	 895-8	 25	 311.76

		  38-Copy Dictionary and Thesaurus Mixed Floor Display	 899-6	 25	 402.72

		  24-Copy Game Books Floor Display	 934-4	 25	 275.76

		  12-Copy Dictionary Counter Display	 936-8	 25	 131.88

		  36-Copy Dictionary Floor Display	 937-5	 25	 395.64

		  24-Copy Dictionary Floor Display	 940-5	 25	 263.76

		  24-Copy Spanish-English Dictionary Floor Display	 948-1	 25	 239.76

		  12-Copy Spanish-English Dictionary Counter Display	 988-7	 25	 119.88
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